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24 March 2023

Dear Parent/Carer/Learner

As we approach final part of Term 3 and the upcoming SQA exams, | wanted to take this
opportunity to share some next steps and important information. | am keen to highlight and
encourage the range of supports and resources in place to support learners as we move towards
the final SQA final examinations.

During the last week of this term, week beginning Monday, 27 March, every S4-6 learner sitting
examinations will be issued with an individual and personalised timetable. This timetable will
show the subject and levels that they are entered for, as well as the dates and timings of these
exams. Learners who receive Additional Assessment Arrangements will receive a timetable that
contains specific exam venues along with any adjusted exam timings added (where applicable). If
you have any queries regarding examination arrangements, please get in touch with the school
directly for clarification.

Easter Study Support will run over both weeks of the Easter break and is designed to help learners
with their final preparation for examinations. Sessions will run as a mix of mornings or afternoons
only or all-day sessions. The study timetable will be issued to S4-6 pupils on w/b Monday 27t
March via assemblies and also emailed to all parents. Please take time to look over the study
support timetable and identify what sessions would be most useful to attend. I’'m delighted that all
subject areas are represented and | feel that this represents a strong offer of support and will
enable learners to plan their studies over the two-week break. All learners attending for study
support will require to sign in upon arrival to school. Learners should bring a drink and
snacks/lunch as there will be no catering available at this time.

As you will be aware, SQA exams begin on Monday, 24 April. Study Leave will begin on Monday,
24 April with all S4-6 learners returning to school for the start of the new timetable on
Wednesday, 7 June. S5/6 induction will take place upon return to school with dates and timings to
follow.

Throughout study leave, S4-6 learners are warmly invited to attend their usual timetabled classes
with their class teacher in the run up to their final exam to enable final preparations to take place.
For those with no final exam in a subject area, this time can be used for the completion of
coursework and any outstanding assessments. Please note that due to exams taking place in a
range of venues, including the LRC, study spaces in common areas will be limited.

C O U N

Ken Currie, Rector



It is important that all senior pupils attending classes for study or examinations over study
leave come into school dressed in school uniform.

There may still be a very small number of final change of levels within subjects and this will be the
case until the end of this term. Any queries about changes of level should be directed towards the
appropriate Principal Teacher in the first instance.

As issued previously, please see below for links to a range of online study resources for learners,
beyond the MS Teams provision offered by the school.

e BBC Bitesize - BBC Bitesize is a free online study support resource designed to help with
learning, revision and homework https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/secondary

e WestOS - Free online content to support and help with your learning and revision at school. -
https://www.westpartnership.co.uk/west-os/

e e-Sgoil - A nationwide community for online teaching and learning. The vision of e-Sgoil is to
expand and enrich the curricular offer for all learners across Scotland- https://www.e-

sgoil.com/

e Scholar - Online courses for Scotland's schools and colleges - https://scholar.hw.ac.uk (also
accessible via GLOW)

There are also a range of resources available via the SQA that will be helpful at this time. These
include:

The SQA provide some very helpful Apps for candidates, please encourage your child to download
them- they are all free.

e MyExams app — Allows candidates to create a personal timetable, view your exam schedule,
add notes, and add to other calendars. Remember please to follow school timings for exams as
these can vary by up to 30 minutes.

Download MyExams from the App Store.

Download MyExams for Android.

e Personal timetable builder - Don't fancy an app? You can also create your own timetable using
our online version. Build your own online timetable.

e MyStudyPlan app - Organise your revision by creating your own study plan.

Download MyStudyPlan from the App Store.

Download MyStudyPlan for Android.

e MySQA app - (learners need an email address and their Scottish Candidate Number (SCN) that
will allow learners to see their qualifications, check their personal details and get their results

sent by email and text message. A certificate will still be posted home by the SQA.
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e Study Planning - SQA have a page here with some useful advice on study planning with
links to past papers too. Get yourself exam ready with revision tips, and past papers
-SQA

If your child is leaving school this year, they should complete a Leavers Form which can be
provided by their guidance teacher. Anyone leaving school without a firm plan in place, be that
employment, apprenticeship or a place at college or university should make an appointment with
our Skills Development Scotland Careers Adviser as soon as possible to ensure that a positive
pathway following school can be identified. Interviews take place during school hours and
parents/carers are welcome to attend by arrangement by contacting Ben Lowrie, Careers Adviser
via email: ben.lowrie@sds.co.uk.

Finally, I'd like to take this opportunity to wish all of our S4-6 learners the very best over the next
few weeks, whether they are sitting examinations, completing coursework or preparing to leave to
take up their next steps in learning.

As always, please do not hesitate to get in touch with any queries or questions.

Yours sincerely,

NN

Mr K Currie
Rector
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