
 

MADRAS COLLEGE MATHEMATICS DEPT 

SENIOR PHASE COURSE INFORMATION  

All senior phase courses in maths are designed to allow pupils to build 

on their achievements in S3/4/5 and to progress to the next level in 

the CfE structure at National 4 or 5, Higher or Advanced Higher levels. 

All courses are composed of 3 units, made up of 3 to 5 Learning 

Outcomes (L.O.). There are no surprise questions in a Unit assessment 

– pupils should be clear on what they will be tested on through the 

assessment practice with similar questions. They should practise 

these to perfection to have every confidence in passing the 

assessment on the first attempt. If a pupil fails to pass all the L .O. in 

an assessment they will have one opportunity to resit the necessary 

L.O. – usually a few weeks after the first attempt. HOWEVER, UNIT 

ASSESSMENTS ARE NOT A REQUIREMENT IN HIGHER OR ADVANCED 

HIGHER FOR A COURSE AWARD AND MAY NOT BE ATTEMPTED BY 

YOUR CLASS, AT THIS LEVEL. 

All unit assessments are covered over the year by sitting the 

appropriate L.O. once the topic is completed. 

Course Assessments take place in October for all S5/6 and November 

for N5 pupils in S4. These assessments give practice at exam standard 

and test their ability to apply the skills in more extended problems. In 

February, all pupils at N5 level or above will sit Prelim exams. These 

reflect the format and standard of the final exam. The prelim exam 

results are used for estimate grades for the SQA and evidence for an 

award if a pupil is unable to sit the final exam. Pupils with an 

unsatisfactory performance in the prelim exam are likely to be 

withdrawn from the final exam. 

 

Courses at National 3/4 level have an “Added Value” assessment 

instead of a final exam. This assessment is done in school under usual 

SQA exam conditions. 

The key to success in S5/6 maths is practice, practice, practice! 

Experience has shown that pupils who apply themselves to study from 
the start of the course, gain the most from their time in maths.  
Formal hand in homework should be expected at least every fortnight. 
This homework will be marked and feedback given to pupils.  
As well as completing formal homework, pupils should regularly 

complete the exercises started in class to ensure thorough 

understanding of the topics covered. If a pupil is experiencing difficulty 

with any part of the course, he/she should speak to their teacher and 

ask for help.  

Study support is available at various times across the week and all pupils 

are welcome. 

 

Websites relevant to courses can also provide great support in learning 

e.g. glow, bbc bitesize, hsn.uk.net, mymaths.co.uk, mathsrevision.com  

www.madrasmaths.com 

It is recommended that pupils buy or download appropriate past SQA 

exam papers for revision towards the end of their course. A great 

variety of other practice paper books and study guides by Leckie and 

Leckie and other publishers are also available in bookshops. 

Please feel free to contact Mrs STEEDMAN PTC with any questions or 

concerns you may have about your son/daughter’s progress. The sooner issues 

are raised, the greater the chance of a positive resolution! 

 

Lunchtimes: Every lunchtime  

After school: Every evening EXCEPT Tuesdays 


