Rector's Message

Dear Parent/Carer,

As we come to the close of another busy and successful term, I'm delighted to share this newsletter
with you. This newsletter provides an opportunity to celebrate the wide range of learning
experiences and achievements that have taken place in the first half of the year across our school
community. Like many Scottish secondary schools at this time of year, we are proud to highlight not
only the learning that happens within the formal curriculum, but also the rich variety of
extracurricular opportunities available to our young people. From sport and clubs to trips, events,
and supported study, these experiences play a vital role in helping pupils develop confidence, skills
for life and work, and positive relationships.

These opportunities are made possible through the dedication, creativity, and hard work of our staff,
who consistently go above and beyond to support young people both in and out of the classroom. |
would also like to thank our pupils for the positive way they engage with school life — their
willingness to get involved, challenge ¥
themselves, and contribute to the wider life of
the school is central to our continued success. |
am delighted that the number of young people

who are signing up and getting involved in the Wellbemg Supports Page4
wider activities that our school offers continue |Duke of Edinburgh Award Page 4
to grow. I'd again like to say thank you to you PE and Sports News Pages 5—7
for supporting our pupils to take part to the Drama Department News Page 8
extent that | am now seeing across our school. |RME / RMPS News Page 9
Burns Supper 2026 Page 9
Further to previous messages relating to IMusic Department News Pages 10-1
school attendance, I'm pleased to say that Christmas Concert 2025 Page 12
school attendance continues to be a key focus  |Burns Recital Competition Page 12
and I'd ask that we try to ensure that we make |Scottish Enterprising Maths Challenge  Page 13
every day in school count. This morning we've  |Computing Science News Page 14
issued 192 certificates of perfect attendance to |SDS National Swimming Championships Page 15
pupils in our assembly hall. We'll also continue |Madras Debating Club Page 15
to recognise those pupils who have been able to |Rights Respecting Schools Page 16
make improvements in their attendance level. |DYW at Madras College Page 17
There’s a great deal of evidence that links Haiku Poetry: Craigtoun Park Page 18
positive and sustained outcomes for pupils to  |S1 Author visit Page 18
high levels of school attendance. Please Christmas Ceilidhs 2025 Page 19
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of attendance at school and do all you can to Home Economics News Page 20
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Rector's Message, continued.

Many of our S4 pupils sat their A/B assessments over November, as they move closer to sitting SQA
exams in April/May 2025. The marking, feedback to pupils took place over December, leaving term 3
for an early Parents' evening and further feedback to you on the progress made so far. Term 3 should
be a bus term with time for further study and improvement on key areas identified by teachers
through their conversations with pupils and with you. Feedback from our invigilation team on the
behaviour and application of our S4 cohort continues to be superb throughout the assessment diet.

Please remember that Study Support will continue to be available to all S4-6 pupils across faculties
and has been running throughout terms 1 and 2. Study Support provides an excellent opportunity for
further advice and practice so please take some time to talk through what sessions should be
attended in Term 3. The study support programme is highlighted weekly on the bulletin and is also
available to view on the school website.

I'd like to take this chance to remind you about the continuing bus service to the Taybridgehead area
that has been arranged to support young people to stay on at the end of the school day. This service
will run from Madras College Stance 1 out to Wormit (terminating at Kilmany Road). A copy of the bus
timetable is below for reference.
The bus service wil be designated M17. Pupils should use their NEC card (with the travel ele-
ment enabled) or pay for the service. Please be aware
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Sch Sri = Q‘f “® " that the school cannot issue travel vouchers for use on
7 , : s this commercial service by Stagecoach as it is not a
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Guardbridge innerbridge Street 1420 1610 1710 .. . . .
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copy of the S5/6 Prelim Timetable is available here and
on the school website. A separate letter, detailing ar-
rangements for the Prelim diet and a copy of the timetable will be sent to you shortly. Individual as-
sessment arrangements will also follow early in January.

This newsletter provides a great opportunity for me to emphasise the importance of a strong start to
January 2025 and ask for your help to ensure that standards of uniform remain high over the winter
months. I'm asking for your support to ensure all pupils come dressed for school and wearing school
uniform. We continue to operate a very successful school uniform exchange and as a result, there is a
great deal of school uniform available to you, in very good condition, completely free of charge. This
will be on display and available to browse on the evenings of the 15th and 16th January. You'll be able
to pick up almost everything, from school blazers and winter coats to jumpers, shirts, blouses,
trousers and skirts. Uniform donations are greatly appreciated and can be placed into the uniform
collection points in reception. There is also a drop off point for uniform at the Larick Centre in Tayport.

For reference, Madras school uniform consists of: School blazer, school tie, plain white or
light blue shirt or blouse, plain black or dark blue or Madras College jumper/cardigan, plain
black or dark blue trousers or skirt and dark shoes. For those pupils who are appointed as
senior prefects the school blazer will display braid and school badge.




Rector's Message, continued.

| also wanted to add a level of additional detail about the planned expansion work that will take place
within our school, starting next term. The following is an extract from the briefing note shared with me
this week. More information, including some visualisations of the additional spaces will be made
available and will be shared early next term. Importantly, updates will also be provided at the next
Parent Council meeting, scheduled for 28th January 2026.

This project aims to increase capacity to accommodate the projected rise in catchment pupil numbers
resulting from development sites across the Madras College catchment area.

During the construction of Madras College, a large undercroft was created to allow future expansion.
The planned works include relocating three graphic communication learning spaces to this area, ena-
bling the formation of an additional CDT workshop and Home Economics practical learning space,
close to their respective faculty spaces. The undercroft will also include an accessible toilet, a meet-
ing room and a dedicated PE staff workspace.

Additional dual-purpose dining and learning spaces will be created by providing an extension into the
courtyard and enclosing the first-floor pupil breakout space overlooking reception. Furniture will also
be provided to three Computing classrooms, increasing their capacity from 20 to 30 pupils. No decant
will be required, as the works will be carried out in phases to keep the school operational. Health &
Safety briefings will be carried out prior to the start of internal building works for all learners and
staff. Backshift work is scheduled for three weeks in January and February to avoid any disruption
during the S5 and Sé preliminary exams.

Completing these works between January 2026 and June 2026 will ensure the school meets the ca-
pacity requirements and is fully functional for the start of the new term starting in August 2026. The
first phase will involve creating the learning spaces, accessible WC, interview room and PE staff base
in the undercroft. This will allow existing classrooms to be relocated, enabling the formation of the
additional CDT workshop and Home Economics kitchen.

Progress updates will be provided as the work proceeds. The project is due for completion June 2026,
allowing it to be operational from August 2026.

Finally, as we reach the end of term, | would also like to take this opportunity to wish two staff mem-
bers who are leaving us all the very best for the future. Mr Watson and Mrs Walker both leave us to-
day having given many years of dedicated service to Madras College and to the local community. On
behalf of our school, I'd like to thank them sincerely for their commitment, professionalism, and the
positive impact they have had on so many young people, and we wish them every happiness in their
retirement. Recruitment for Mrs Walker's post has been completed, and in the interim, we have a
strong package of support around classes to ensure continuity of learning until the successful candi-
date can take up post. Recruitment for Mr Watson's permanent post will take place over January and |
will keep you posted on the progress of this.

| hope that enjoy reading through the Christmas Newsletter and the varied activities and achieve-
ments that are noted within. I'd like to take this opportunity to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Hap-
py New Year when it comes.

Thanks for your continued support.

Best wishes,

A~




Wellbeing supports

Ensuring wellbeing of all of children and families is a priority and during any holiday period,
I’'m keen to ensure that while the school may be closed, you have access to further supports
should you need them. Please see below for a range of links and resources that you can
access at any point.

Foodbanks and Community Cafes in Fife - Foodbanks and Community Cafés | Fife Council
Fife Council Cost of Living Support - Cost of Living Support (fife.scot)

NHS Fife: Right care, right place - Right Care Right Place | NHS Fife

Fife Women'’s Aid - Home - Fife Women's Aid (fifewomensaid.org.uk)

Samaritans- Samaritans | Every life lost to suicide is a tragedy | Here to listen

Barnardo's Barnardo's Scotland | Barnardo's (barnardos.org.uk)

Duke of Edinburgh Award

The new Bronze group got started back in October and have %’
already explored the amazing rights (& responsibilities) the
Outdoor Access Code gives us in Scotland. They have also spent
time learning about Maps and navigation and what to take for
short and longer hikes.

In early December the group headed off on a training hike to put
their navigation learning to practical use. The weather started
soggy (its been hard to avoid the rain this winter), but soon
brightened, though the mud did prove the “downfall” of quite a
few and any new boots were certainly christened in a distinctly
Scottish style.

Next term we move on to preparing for and planning the main
expedition in May.



https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/benefits-and-money-advice/food-banks
https://our.fife.scot/gethelp
https://www.nhsfife.org/services/right-care-right-place/
https://fifewomensaid.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/scotland

PE and Sports News

Netball teams

Our netball teams have shown fantastic commitment throughout the season, giving their all in
training sessions and competitive fixtures. Their enthusiasm and willingness to push themselves
have been evident each week, and it has been wonderful to see their confidence and skills develop
steadily. This positive attitude shines through in their match performances, where they continue to
demonstrate strong teamwork, resilience, and a real pride in representing Madras.

A special mention goes to our senior team, who recently competed in the Fife Tournament. They
performed exceptionally well throughout the day and were unfortunate to be knocked out in the semi
-finals by the team who went on to win the competition. Their standard of play was outstanding, and
they were a credit to the school. Looking ahead, our S1, S2, and S3 teams will take part in their
tournaments in early 2026, and preparations are already well underway. The S3 team and senior
squad have also made an excellent start in their league fixtures, winning all of their matches so far.
They will complete the remainder of their games after the Christmas holidays, and we are excited to
see them continue their strong run. Meanwhile, the S2 team, although they haven't won their league
games so far, they have shown exceptional determination and resilience in every match. Their
teamwork, effort, and commitment to improving are truly admirable, and they are making steady
progress each week. We are incredibly proud of all our netball players for their hard work and
dedication this season.

S1/2 Netball

The S1/2 netball team represented Madras at
multiple games within the Fife council league. They
have trained hard throughout the last two terms
developing their skills, communication, and
teamwork. This led to a successful win 10-4 against
St Leonard’s. All pupils demonstrated resilience and
determination when representing Madras, and we
hope this continues in future matches.

Madras Run Club

\ This year has been another successful one for Run Club, which meets every

: Wednesday and continues to attract both regular participants and new faces
eager to join in. The club has become a welcoming space for students of all
abilities to improve their fitnhess, set personal goals, and enjoy the
camaraderie of running together. In addition to running, we have now
expanded the club to include the Fitness Suite, allowing members to take part
in a wider range of training activities. This has been popular, with new
members joining and making the most of the additional opportunities to stay
active and challenge themselves. Run Club remains a fantastic way for pupils
to build stamina, strength, and resilience, while having fun and supporting one
another. We look forward to seeing even more students join in the new year!

Madras Football Updates

The S2 Football Team are currently top of the Fife Schools League and they are into the Semi Final of
the Fife Cup and are also in the Scottish Plate.

The Girls U18s Football Team unfortunately got knocked out of the Scottish Cup but have Fife League
fixtures still to look forward to.




PE and Sports News cont.|

Madras Netball Tour to Spain
During the October holidays, 19
Madras pupils travelled to Spain
for a highly successful netball
tour, where they had the
opportunity to train with
international-level coaches and
compete against teams from
England and Scotland. The
pupils conducted themselves
with outstanding maturity,
enthusiasm, and sportsmanship
throughout the trip, earning
praise from coaches, hotel staff,
and fellow guests. One coach
described the group as “the
politest, most well-mannered,
and enthusiastic team” they had
worked with, while the tour
organiser also commented on their exceptional behaviour. On court, the teams delivered excellent
performances. The senior squad achieved an impressive 3rd place finish out of 16 teams, a
testament to their hard work and determination. The junior team also performed brilliantly, showing
resilience, teamwork, and a positive attitude against strong competition. The tour was not only a
competitive success but also a memorable experience for all involved. A short highlights video from
the trip has been shared soon on the Madras PE Instagram page. Well done to all pupils for
representing Madras with such pride, and thank you to families for their continued support.

Madras S1-3 Girls' Football Team in Scottish Cup Action

Our S1-3 girls' football team were in Scottish Cup action this year.

The team kicked off their campaign with an impressive win against Dunfermline High School,
demonstrating skill, resilience, and a fantastic team spirit. The girls played with passion from start to
finish, earning a well-deserved victory and making their mark in the competition.

Following their success, the team travelled to Forfar Academy for their next match. Though they
were narrowly defeated, the girls showed incredible character and determination throughout the
game. The final score may not have gone in their favour, but the way they conducted themselves on
and off the pitch truly reflected the values of Madras.

Both performances have been a testament to the hard work and commitment of our young athletes,
and we are incredibly proud of how they represented the school. Their sportsmanship and positive
attitude were praised by opposing teams and coaches alike.

Strathallan Team and Individual Showjumping Success

We are delighted to celebrate the fantastic achievements of our pupils who competed at the
Strathallan Team and Individual Showjumping Competition in November. All riders represented the
school with great determination, sportsmanship and skill.

A special congratulations goes to our 70-75cm team of Freya W, Emma L, Katie R and Freya B, who
secured an impressive 5th place, with Katie R also achieving a brilliant 3rd place individually.

Our 80-85cm team of Emma L, Katie R, Lottie N and Miss Dawson also had an outstanding
performance, finishing 3rd as a team, and Lottie N riding superbly to take 4th place individually.




PE and Sports News cont. | =
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Senior Basketball

The senior basketball team represented Madras within the Fife
Council East Basketball League. They played against Bell Baxter,
Levenmouth and St Leonard’s. The team always put 100% effort into
their training and games. This led to every single game only having a
couple of points in it. The team always kept morale high with
enthusiasm on and off the court.

LTA Sr Students Tennis competition

A team of S4-6 boys took part in the LTA Senior Students Tennis
competition this week. Archie N, Cian B-Z, Oisin B-Z, Ben F and
Andrew McM played some wonderful tennis, with Archie and
Andrew teaming up to win a match-deciding tiebreak shootout 10-8
to beat Strathallan School. The team lost narrowly to George Heriot
School, but we are hoping to progress to national semi-finals next
term. Well done boys.

Sports Council

This term Madras College launched a sports council, with over 40 pupils putting themselves forward.
Interviews were carried out by Miss Montgomery and Mr Weir, with 12 successful candidates being
selected from S1-6. The council had their first meeting with the main points of discussion being a new
notice board within PE for the sports council to display information, planning for self-care packages to
be implemented across the school and the idea of introducing of a gym club in the morning before
school, which will start next term. We look forward to working with these pupils to further develop
sporting opportunities at Madras.

S1 Football

Our new batch of S1 students played against Woodmill High School in the Scottish Cup. Despite play-
ing very well and scoring some great goals they dropped out of the tournament. We also had two S1
team participating in a local schools football festival, at Waid Academy. They played a round robin
tournament and came up against tough opponents but displayed a mature and resilient approach
throughout the festival. All pupils have represented the School with the values of Madras College.

Cross Country 2025

Thursday 4th December saw the return of the traditional Madras S1/2/3
Cross Country Championship. We had a fantastic turn out, with over 60
pupils participating. The pupils represented themselves incredibly well.

S1Boys S2 Boys S3 Boys
Ist—Eddie N Ist - William R 1st - Brayden McD
2nd—Gabriel M 2nd - Sebastian C 2nd - Ruaridh T
3rd—Kerr W 3rd - CharlieR 3rd - Lewis D
S1Girls S2 Girls S3 Girls
1st—Skye W Ist - Elodie D 1st - Klara DLR
2nd—Amber A 2nd - Florence C 2nd - Alison A

3rd—Connie C 3rd - Jasmine McA 3rd-Isla A
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Panto Success

Well done to our pupils, Eleanor S (S5), Maya S (S4), Fergus W (S4), Lily
J (S3), Emily G (S3), Austin M (S3), Dylan M (S2), Orelie D M (S2), Robbie
B (S2), Florence D (S2) Matilda G (S52) Hannah S (S1) who have
successfully gained a part in this year's Byre Theatre Panto of ‘Aladdin’.
After a round of tough auditions 12 pupils from Madras College were
selected to perform alongside the adult cast. Our pupils will be
performing in alternate casts throughout December. This is a fantastic
achievement.

Theatre visit

Higher and Advanced Higher Drama and English pupils recently visited the Dundee Rep Theatre to see
a performance of ‘A Glass Menagerie’ by Tennessee Williams directed by Andrew Panton. As part of
the SQA requirements in Drama pupils must visit the theatre to write about a play for dissertation or
final exam. This trip provided lots of opportunities for pupils to discuss acting performances, directors’
intentions and use of production skills. Some of our students also had a workshop with Dundee Rep
before the trip exploring the themes and issues highlighted through the production.

Byre Theatre Pantomime

All our S1 classes have been given the opportunity to visit the Byre Theatre to see this year’s
Pantomime of ‘Aladdin’. Five classes visited on 4th of December and the remaining four classes
visited on Friday 5th December. Our S1 pupils were a credit to the school on the journey and during
the performance and all enjoyed the performances. We will be using this visit to support us to create
our own short pantomime performances towards the end of term.

Junior Drama Club

Our Drama club for S1/2 pupils has started again this session. The club which runs on a Wednesday
lunch is open to any pupils in S1/2 that have an interest in Drama. Lead by senior pupils Frances
Stewart and Eleanor Small the club will do a variety of games, improvisations and drama scripts. See
the Drama department for more information.

Visiting Theatre Company

On Monday 10th of November TIE theatre company visited the
school with a performance of Mark Wheeler's ‘| love you mum, |
promise | won't die’. All S3 pupils watched the performance which
was commissioned by the charity set up in memory of

Daniel Spargo- Mabbs, who tragically died after taking MDMA on a
night out, to raise awareness about the danger of party drugs.

THEATRE




RME / RMPS News

Hags grt?

This term Sl classes have been exploring why beliefs matter,
engaged in discussions about the existence of God and begun
learning about Buddhist beliefs. S2 classes have concluded
their topic on racism and begun exploring Christian beliefs and
practices, whilst S3 have finished their ethics unit and are
starting to look at issues around gender, beginning with looking
at stereotypes and where they can be unhelpful.

A special note to S4 parents, that we are attempting to get all
pupils through the Religion, Belief and Values Award this year
at level 5, or level 4. Pupils do work at different speeds, so we
would encourage application and completing work at home
where asked to catch-up. Pupils should have finished unit 1 and
started unit 2 at this stage.

National 4/5 and Higher RMPS have begun their assignment
investigations on their chosen and agreed topics and should be
working on these in their own time ahead of their progress
deadlines.

As a subject we explore issues of belief and morality, learning to respect others and understand differences of
opinion. In the midst of a world where there are ongoing conflicts and hardships, as a department we hope you
find peace and joy this Christmas, or in the religious or non-religious traditions you follow, and we look forward
to seeing you in the New Year.

Burns Supper 2026 9

Thursday 29th January 2026, (6.20pm for 6.30pm start)

Staff, pupils and their families are warmly invited to the Madras College Burns Supper. The evening
provides an opportunity to experience the amazing talents Madras College pupils have to offer: witty
speeches, recitations, singing, highland dancing and of course, our very own pipe band.

Tickets will be available to purchase from the school office from Wednesday 7th January and will cost
£5.00 and £15.00 for a family ticket (2 adults & 2 children). The ticket
price includes haggis, neeps & tatties, shortbread and our other national
drink for the toasts.

Please come along and support this fantastic event.




Music Department News |

Talent Show

The annual Talent show was held on Wednesday 8t October. The evening was organised by Mrs Miller
and hosted by Emily S S6 and Niamh C Sé. The evening was supported by a great audience. This
year’s line-up included a variety of solo and group acts ranging from S2 - Sé.

Congratulations to the many acts who performed in this charity event:-

Ella M S2, Elliyah A S2, Arjun B S3, Harvey D R S3, Ruaridh T S3, Layton | S3, Joseph T S3, Ezra S S3,
Matthew G S3, Gregor S S3, Euan M S4, Jocelyn S S4, Anna F-F S5 and Rita K Sé.

Alongside the worthy winners.

The junior winners were Leah B S2 & Isla S S2 - vocal duet

The senior winner was Robert H S4 -violin solo

The overall winners were Zara S S2 & Elspeth S S3 - latin dance

Madras Pipe Band

The Pipe Band were thrilled to return to the prestigious
Alfred Dunhill Competition. For many members, it was
their very first time performing at this renowned event,
making the occasion even more special. The band was led
by this year’s Pipe Major, Lily Chalmers (S5). The pipe
band had the pleasure of performing at the Newport Light
Switch on Thursday 27" November. The Pipe Band played
in the lead up to the Light switch on to an appreciative
audience.

The S1 chanter and pipe band drumming tasters took place
at the start of this term. It is great to see so many of the
new S1 pupils taking up this opportunity and continuing
with lessons.

National Youth Orchestra of Scotland Success
Huge congratulations to Robert H (S4) on being selected to join the National Youth Orchestra of
Scotland. Robert is eagerly anticipating this incredible opportunity and the experiences it will bring.

Scottish Fiddle Festival Youth Engagement Project

Huge congratulations to Ziyan Chen (S4) for being selected for the Scottish Fiddle Festival in
Edinburgh, a fantastic opportunity where they attended workshops with award-winning traditional
musicians, culminating in a final concert on November 15th

Brass Players Representing Fife

Congratulations to Rory A (Tuba), Rosie S (French Horn), and Eliza K (Trumpet), who, together with
two other pupils from Fife, have been selected to perform as part of a brass quintet representing Fife
in the Scottish Schools Young Musician Group Competition. Mrs de Villiers, brass teacher is delighted

Music Technology, National 5

This year the music department is delighted to be running a National 5 music technology class. Mr
Griffin and the pupils are working on their project that includes audio books and radio shows. In the
New Year they will be working on Foley project for film and game design.
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Music Department News
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Fife Youth Orchestra Concert

The annual FYO concert took place on November 5" November after a residential rehearsal camp. It
was wonderful to see so many of members being selected from Madras. For several of the pupils it
was their final performance after many years of membership.

Rory A Sé - Tuba Maya U Sé6 - Flute Alice S S5 - Trumpet
Zofia J S6 - Violin Kirsten F Sé6 - Clarinet Robert H S4 - Violin
Eliza K Sé6 - Trumpet Molly I Sé6 - Cello Maia A S4 - Trombone
Rosie S S6 - French Horn Lynn J S5 - Cello Ziyan C S4 - Violin
Fraser S-H Sé - Percussion Akito C S5 - Euphonium Sophie R S4 - Violin
Frida M Sé - Flute Amy G S5 - Flute Albert B-E S4 - Trumpet

Amber U S2 - Violin

Fife Youth Concert Band and Sinfonia application forms are now available. The minimum standard for
these groups is grade 4. Please contact Lynne.miller@fife.gov.uk for further information. The closing
date for applications is Wednesday the 11" of February.

Burns Singing Competition

The Music Department was delighted to welcome members of the St Andrews Burns Club to the
annual competition on 20th November. Pupils delivered excellent performances throughout, giving the
judges a very challenging task. The winners and runners-up will now go on to represent the school in
the Fife Burns Competition next term.

S1/2 Winners S3/4 Winners S5/6 Winners

Ist: Matilda G S2 1st: Robert Hutchinson S4 1st: Rita Konovalova Sé (My
(Ye Banks and Braes) (The Slaves Lament) Love is like a Red Red Rose)
2nd: Arosh S Sl 2nd: Euan Miller S4 2nd: Esther Wright S5

(Ca' the Yowes) (Ae Fond Kiss) (Ca'the Yowes)

3rd: Ellie H S2 (My Love is 3rd: Erin Ridgewell S3 3rd: lona Petit Sé (There was a
Like a Red Red Rose) (The Highland Rover) Lad was born in Kyle )

Music Exam Success

Well done to all pupils who sat instrumental exams this term.

e Jamie S S2 was awarded a Merit for his Grade 2 Violin Exam

e Struan S S2 was awarded a Distinction for his Grade 2 Violin Exam
e Samuel L S3 was awarded a Merit for his Grade 6 Piano Exam

e Euan M S4 was awarded a Merit for his Grade 4 Piano Exam

e Laura A S5 was awarded a Merit for her Grade 5 Piano Exam

e Jonah T S5 was awarded a Distinction for his Grade 7 Piano Exam

A special thank you from Mrs Miller and the music staff to
parents and carers for their support with all music department
activities.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year



mailto:Lynne.miller@fife.gov.uk

Christmas Concert 2025

On Thursday, 11th December, the annual Christmas Concert and Market lit up the school with festive
cheer. The evening was a complete sellout, showcasing the talents of more than 250 Madras pupils
from S1to Sé6.

Performances featured a wide range of ensembles, including: Junior Choir, Senior Girls’ Choir, Senior
Mixed Choir, Staff Choir, Junior String Orchestra, Senior String Orchestra, Senior Chamber Orchestra,
Piano Ensemble, Junior Wind Band, Senior Wind Band, Clarsach Group, Guitar Ensemble, Brass
Ensemble, Flute Ensemble, Jazz Group and Pipe Band.

A huge congratulations goes to all pupils and staff whose dedication made the evening such a
triumph. Special thanks to Mr Griffin and his stage crew—students from his music technology class—
who ensured everything ran seamlessly and Mr Ovenstone who helped backstage.

Alongside the concert, the Christmas Market was open before the performance and during the interval
adding to the festive atmosphere. This year, it was supported by S2 pupils along with Mr Forbes and
the Business Education Department, World Challenge participants, Scouts, and the Home Economics
team. Finally, a thank you to Mrs Steedman and her staff and pupil helpers for providing interval
refreshments.

Burns Recital Competition

In November, the English Department hosted a vibrant and engaging Burns Recital Competition,
celebrating the rich tradition of Scottish poetry. Pupils from every year group impressed with their
eloquence and stage presence, showcasing exceptional public speaking and performance skills.
Winners will be invited to perform at the school Burns Supper in February and are eligible to compete
in the Fife Burns Competition.

S1/2 Winners

Ist: Clara L (A Bard's Epitaph)

2nd: George Z (Scots Wha Hae)

3rd: Zephy T (My Heart is in the Highlands)
S3/4 Winners

1st: Robert H (A Man's a Man)

2nd: Matthew G (Address to the Toothache)
3rd Erin R (Winter: A Dirge)

S5/6 Winners

1st: Esther W (Address to a Haggis)

2nd: Freya F (To a Mouse - extract)

3rd: Anton M (Red Red Rose)




Scottish Enterprising
Maths Challenge

Congratulations to both of our teams
who took part in this year's Scottish
Enterprising Maths Challenge.

The Fife heat took place at Glenwood
High School and our teams performed
very well. Samuel L, Luke A, William M
and Suhandan T finished in a very im-
pressive third place. Cameron N, Elvira
B-S, James H and Ruben J finished in a
respectable 10th place out of the 24
teams from across the region.

By placing third, Samuel, Luke, William
and Suhandan qualified for the National
Final at the Glasgow Science Centre on
25th November. They continued their
strong form, achieving 23rd place out of
53 teams—a superb result at national
level. As part of the event, pupils also
enjoyed exploring the fantastic interac-
tive displays and exhibits at the Science
Centre, making it a memorable day all
round.

A huge congratulations to all eight pu-
pils for their hard work, teamwork and
enthusiasm. They demonstrated out-
standing mathematical talent and were
excellent ambassadors for the school.

Our sincere thanks go to Miss Blundell
and Mrs Lord from the Maths Depart-
ment for their organisation and support
of the Fife heat—an event that takes
significant time and effort to run.

Further information about the Scottish
Enterprising Maths Challenge can be
found here:

https://
www.scottishmathematicalcouncil.org/
wpl/enterprising-mathematics/

Right: the pupils receiving their Fife prizes and
enjoying their day at the National Final at the
Glasgow Science Centre. From left to right -
Samuel, William, Sunhandan and Luke
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Computing Science News

St Andrews University Outreach Programme
S1 pupils enjoyed a visit to the Computing Science Department at
St Andrews University in May.

It was a fantastic opportunity which showcased a large variety of
technology through the ages which inspired pupils in a fun and
engaging way.

Fife Secondary Schools STEM Day

S3 pupils took part in the first ever Fife secondary schools STEM
day which was hosted by CGI at the Old Course Hotel in March.
The event was aimed at empowering learners with the knowledge
and skKills to inspire them to explore a career within STEM.

The pupils had opportunities to program Sphero golf balls, build
and program Lego robots and experience Virtual Reality worlds.
They had a very informative and interesting talk by the Police on
cybercrime prevention and protection. Pupils also had the oppor-
tunity to meet representatives from universities to explore future
STEM courses along with several employers who explained how
STEM has transformed their business and opportunities within
their companies.

The pupils demonstrated themselves to be excellent programmers
of the future with Elvira B-S winning a Chilly's water bottle. A very
enjoyable day was had by all

Bebras Challenge

During the week beginning 10th November, Higher and
Advanced Higher pupils took part in the Bebras Computing
Challenge.

The Challenge introduces computational thinking to
students. It is organized in over 60 countries and designed
to get students all over the world excited about Computing.
Each pupil answers questions that focus on computational
and logical thinking.

AH Top 3 Winners:
Rodrigo B-S 116 pts
Fraser S-H 104 pts
Lewis B 97 pts

Higher Top 3 Winners:

Robbie S 94 pts
Evan B 89 pts
Anya R 83 pts
Fergus W 83 pts

N

S
GCHQ Challenge

Wednesday 10th December
also saw the Higher pupils
take part in the annual
GCHQ Christmas Challenge.

The Christmas Challenge is
a series of fiendish
brainteasers and puzzles. It
encourages pupils aged 11-
18 to think laterally and
work as a team, as well as
showcasing some of the
skills they might need to
become a spy.




SDS National Swimming
Championships

In November, Madras had 7 of its
pupils swimming for Fife in the SDS
National Swimming Championships at
Olympia, Dundee.

Madras were the only Fife school to
enter this year.

All the pupils did brilliantly; and
managed to bring 6 medals back with
them to Madras (three gold and three
silver) - amazing!

B 12310 |
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have also taken part in some competitions. o
Congratulations to Edwin P and Jonah T (both S5) who took L
part in the Donald Dewar Debating competition on Thursday \

19th November in Armadale Academy. This is run by the
Society of Scotland. They did very well and have qualified for
the next round which takes place on January 15th 2026. They
were competing against Armadale Academy, George Heriots
School and Crieff High School. They were an opposition team
for the motion: This house believes that high school students
be required to work either a paid job or volunteer

hours during the summer break. The next motion is
opposition again for "This House believes that with ethical

Mad Debati Club
The Debate Club has been meeting every week since August.
We have debated some interesting topics and it is great to
see confidence and delivery improve in all our members. We q
guidelines and regulations in place, Al could be used in

secondary school settings." We wish them well.

Next term we hope to take part in COPFS public Speaking competitions aimed at S2 and S3 pupils.
All welcome at Debate club that takes place in FO46 on Mondays after school

15



Rights Respecting Schools

Silver Award

Madras is a Rights Respecting School, in 2025 the school
achieved its silver award. This means that Madras now has
‘a rights respecting ethos and is empowering the children
and young people of this school’ and the ‘community has
knowledge and understanding of the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child.’

Call it Out Poster and QR Code

As part of the journey to become a Gold Rights Respecting
School, we have launched a revised “Call it Out” system
where young people can use a QR code to call out dis-
crimination and bullying, in all its forms. Year Heads will
the follow up with actions

2025 - 2028

Rights

Respecting
Schools

UNITED KINGDOM
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Lessons from Auschwitz Project

As part of the schools drive to challenge discrimination, two pupils
have taken part in the Lessons from Auschwitz Project. This
involved them travelling to Poland and visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau.
In addition, they also attended a reception at the Scottish
Parliament, with other participating schools from across Scotland.
In January, they will hope to deliver presentations including school
assemblies and workshops in the wider community.

Ariana T, who participated in the project said “Taking part in the
Lesson from Auschwitz project gave us more than just historical
knowledge. It gave us insight into how discrimination of groups and
hatred can turn into so much more, an attempted erasure of an
entire community and culture. This is so important when thinking of
current events and being aware of antisemitism and hatred of
groups still exist today. We must be aware of the past to ensure
that similar events cannot occur again. We hope to share our
experience, and what we have learned, with our school. It is very
important that our community is also aware of these events, and
their implications, to ensure that our school is a safe and
respecting space for everyone”

Over the course of 2026, the school intends to further embed understanding of
the rights of the child
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DYW at Madras College

I/t has been a year packed with incredible Developing the Young Workforce (DYW)
opportunities for our pupils to explore future careers and develop essential skills!

Careers Fair Success
As part of #CareersWeekScotland, Madras College hosted another successful Careers Fair. Pupils
from S3- Sé connected with representatives from universities, colleges, and organisations offering

apprenticeships and exciting career paths. It was a fantastic chance to discover what the future could
hold!

Inspiring Sustainability at the Fife Youth Climate Festival

Our pupils attended the Fife Youth Climate Festival, where keynote speakers tackled crucial topics
such as waste reduction, single use plastics, animal conservation, and sustainable fashion. After a
lively networking lunch, students joined workshops to share ideas on making themselves, their
schools, and Fife more environmentally conscious. A huge thank you to everyone involved—and
special recognition to the talented Madras pupil who designed the festival’s stunning logo!

Exploring Health and Social Care Careers

Senior pupils visited Queen Margaret Hospital for an NHS Fife Health and Social Care Careers Event.
They learned about the many career paths within the NHS, tried their skills in a simulation ward, and
discovered more about the roles of paramedics and social care workers. Truly inspiring experiences
for our future healthcare professionals!

Volunteering at Morar Living

This year, many pupils have taken up volunteering and work placements at the newly opened Morar
Living Care Home. The feedback from both pupils and residents has been heartwarming, with every-
one gaining so much experience—a wonderful example of community spirit in action.

Scottish Careers Week at St Andrews Links

Three pupils undertaking work placements, with St Andrews Links Trust, had a unique opportunity
during Scottish Careers Week—they met Willie Rennie MSP and shared how their placements have
helped them develop valuable skills. A fantastic experience that highlights the importance of hands on
learning
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Haiku Poetry: Craigtoun
Park, Sakuru Cherry Trees

Craigtoun Park recently received a donation of Japanese

Sakuru Cherry Trees from the Japanese Embassy. As Madras Col-
lege have a link with Craigtoun Park, we were asked to write some
Haiku Poetry and come along, on the day of the trees arriving, to help
plant them. Ms Alexander and Mr

MacLeod took 7 S1 pupils up to Craigtoun—Megan K, Rocco G, Dylan
D, Lilly M, Lee Mcl, Lochlan D and Charlotte L.

Dylan D said: “We created haiku poetry for all the different seasons.
Haikus don’t need to rhyme, and they are focused on nature most of
the time. As we are creating haikus for Craigtoun park, for the dona-
tion of the Sakuru Cherry trees from the Japanese Embassy, we
wrote our Haikus thinking about Craigtoun Park and what it is like at
different times of year”

Mr Cameron, from the CDT Department, laser cut some of the S1 po-
ems on to wood. Thanks to Euan M S4 for piping on the day of our
tree planting event.

S1 Author Visit

On Friday 28th November, S1 pupils had a visit from Scottish author Elle McNicoll. Elle is a neuro-
diverse person, who champions autism through her writing. Our current Sls studied Elle’s wonderful
novel “Keedie” as part of their P7—S1 transition programme.

S1 pupil Charlotte L, wrote a thank you letter to Elle which thanked her for her visit and for sharing the
inspiration behind her books.

Charlotte also said: “Your book Keedie is inspirational and helped us learn what life at High School can
be like for autistic people.” Charlotte observed that Elle’s novels are “very

inspirational and creative, even though they are based on real life experiences. As an autistic author,
you must find it hard at times”




Christmas Ceilidhs 2025

It was fantastic to see the return of Christmas ceilidhs for the first in several years for our S1/2 and
Sé6 pupils! Pupils came together to celebrate, showing energy, enthusiasm, and brilliant respect
throughout the evening.

S1/2 ceilidh was full of fun and excitement as we led the younger pupils through the dances. They
were brilliant dancers, throwing themselves into every step with smiles and laughter. It was
wonderful to see their confidence and enjoyment, and their enthusiasm made the party a real highlight
for everyone involved.

The Sé ceilidh was a night to remember! With live music
from the ceilidh band, our senior pupils danced the night
away, showing fantastic energy and enthusiasm.
Everyone looked great dressed up for the occasion and
demonstrated brilliant maturity and respect throughout
the evening, making it a truly special celebration for our
Sés.

Christmas Jumper Day

S6 Pupil Ingrid G, in conjunction, with Madras
Pupils Charities Committee organised this
years Christmas Jumper Day and collected
donations to our local Foodbank at Storehouse,
St Andrews. Miss Cargill in Home Economics
along with her Practical Cake Craft students
organised a "Brew It Fair" event to raise
awareness of the 20 year anniversary of St
Andrews being a Fair Trade town. £56.50 was
raised and on Thursday 18th December
(Christmas Jumper Day), Jim from Storehouse
visited Madras College to collect the donations.
Jim was helped on the day by some of our
senior pupils. Many thanks to everyone
involved and also to our Madras families who
donated to the Foodbank. Merry Christmas!




Home Economics News |

S5 / Sé Practical Cake Craft

Pupils from the S5/6 Practical Cake craft class have completed their prelim cakes with a Winter
theme.

Winter Scene - Poppy M Santa - Joel D Christmas Night - Ben E Snowman - Kole McN

In other Home Economics news

The Home Economics team would like to express their thanks to everyone who has donated produce
to us throughout the year allowing us to cook as much as possible with our young people. We have
hundreds of apples donated and none go to waste as they are used in recipes across the junior and
senior phase classes

Universal Breakfast club

Universal Breakfast club is now up and running. Any young person can come into the Home Economics
department in the morning for toast or a cereal bar as no young person should be hungry. This club
will continue all year, and Tuesday Toastie Club will return in term three on a Tuesday lunchtime

Once again, Madras College were proud to
support the North East Fife Toy Drive campaign
this year. Thank you to all staff, pupils, parents
and carers and members of the public who
were kind enough to generously contribute a
fantastic range of gifts.

The North East Fife Toy Drive directly benefits
children in our local community and helps to
ensure they have a lovely Christmas.




More Madras News!

MADROX

S1-S6 students took part in the inaugural MADROX CrossFit
competition on Thursday 18th December. The event saw over
80 student competitors supported by 40 senior helpers who
assisted with timing, marshalling and motivating participants
throughout the competition.

The challenge consisted of eight exercise stations followed by
a short run. Students worked exceptionally hard and should
be extremely proud of their efforts, competing with the high
standards and values of Madras College on display at all times

Science Club

From fiery Bunsen burners to heroically saving eggs with
physics, the verdict is in: Science Club has been a roaring
(flame) success this year. Reviews are glowing. Jacob simply
calls it “Good everything,” which we're fairly sure is the
highest scientific praise possible. Conor was even more
enthusiastic: “If | rated it out of 10, | would rate it 1000. |
encourage you to go for the best fun of your life.” (We may
need to introduce some numeracy experiments next time).
And Sifis adds: “Science Club has been an excuse for me to
make friends and have fun. I've loved coming every week and
would recommend it to others.” In short: big flames, bigger
smiles, and zero regrets.

A truly massive thank you (multiplied by 6.022 x 1023) goes to
our brilliant Sé6 co-leads of the club, Romina L S, Ana B R,
Rosie S and Rita K, whose hard work, enthusiasm and
organisation have made Science Club a fantastic experience
for our younger pupils. Without them, none of this chemistry
would have worked quite so well.

Emergency First Aid at Work Award

A further group of young people at Madras College
achieved the Award in Emergency First Aid at Work at
SCQF Level 6. This qualification equips learners with
vital life-saving skills and confidence to act in
emergency situations. Beyond its obvious importance
for health and safety, this qualification develops highly
transferable employability skills such as problem-
solving under pressure, effective communication,
teamwork, and decision-making. Employers across all
sectors value candidates who can demonstrate these
skills. This award not only enhances career prospects
in fields such as healthcare, education, and customer
service but also provides a practical skill set that
benefits communities and workplaces alike. In 2026

there will be further opportunities for young people to
achieve the award.
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More Madras News
Junior Enhanced Support—
Christmas Shopping

Some of our junior Enhanced Support pupils has
a very enjoyable morning Christmas shopping in
town recently. Prior to their visit, pupils had
decided who they were buying for and what they
were buying in different shops. Pupils used their
money skills as well as showing excellent
manners. They even managed to squeeze in a
visit to a café before returning to school!

Back at school, pupils wrapped up their gifts in wrapping paper, they designed themselves, before
adding bows and handwritten gift tags. Now these gifts are under various Christmas trees, at home,
ready for a wonderful surprise for loved ones on Christmas Day!

Junior Enhanced Support—
RNLI Fundraising

Some of the Enhanced Support juniors decorated Christmas
doorstop stone decorations with Christmas symbols to raise
funds for RNLI.

We chose this charity as our topic last term was Titanic. We
recognised how important a role RNLI has in helping keep us
safe.

With the generous donations from pupils and staff at Madras, we
have raised over £40.

S2 Business Enterprise

Well done to all classes who made a profit at last week’s Christmas market. Particular congratula-
tions go to the following award winning groups:

Best Brand Award—2X2 Christmas Wonders

Term 3 Begins: Monday 5th January Bell Brae

Inservice Day: Wednesday 11th February St Andrews
Half Term: Thursday 12th & Friday 13th Feb Fife KY16 9BY  :

Easter Holidays (dates are inclusive): Friday
3rd April—Friday 17th April 01334 659401 sENe
SQA Exams begin: Wednesday 22nd April '

Ls, - x
43&_;.3 r_-:_u“‘

May day holiday: Monday 4th May . )
Inservice Day: Thursday 7th May madrascollege.enquiries@fife.gov.uk
June Bank Holiday: Monday 1st July

Summer Holiday begins: Monday 6th July { \ www.madras.fife.sch.uk

SQA Results Day: Tuesday 4th August \ /
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