Madras cou.ege Summer Newsletter 2026

Welcome to our 2026 Summer Newsletter!

Rector's Message

As we reach the end of another busy and
rewarding session, itis important to take
time to reflect on and celebrate the
remarkable achievements of our young
people.

Throughout 2025/26, pupils at Madras
College have continued to demonstrate
the ambition, resilience, creativity and
kindness that define our school
community. Whether in the classroom, on
the sports field, on the stage, through
volunteering, or representing the school
across Scotland, the UK and beyond, our
learners have excelled in an extraordinary
range of activities and experiences.

One of the most impressive aspects of life
at Madras is the breadth of opportunity
available to our pupils. This year, young
people achieved success in national
mathematics, science, physics and cyber
security competitions, with many receiving
regional and national recognition for their
accomplishments. Learners participated
in STEM challenges, university
partnerships and careers-focused
programmes that developed their skills,
aspirations and understanding of future
pathways.

Through our Developing the Young
Workforce programme, pupils gained
valuable employability experiences,
vocational qualifications and workplace
learning opportunities with a wide range of
local and national partners.
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The session also provided many opportunities for cultural
enrichment and personal growth. Pupils participated in the
historic Kiel Exchange, educational visits to Paris and
Disneyland Paris, theatre trips, university outreach
programmes and a range of outdoor learning experiences.
These opportunities helped our young people broaden
their horizons, develop independence and confidence, and
create memories and friendships that will last a lifetime.
Our music groups, performers and creative arts
participants continued to represent the school with
distinction, while success in Burns competitions, drama
and wider cultural activities highlighted the rich talents
within our school community.

Sporting achievement has been another major strength
this year. Pupils enjoyed success across football, netball,
athletics, cricket, aquathlon, triathlon, swimming and
cross-country events, with many competing at regional
and national level. Our Sports Day once again brought the
whole school together to celebrate participation, inclusion
and house spirit, while the continued growth of clubs such
as cricket demonstrates the enthusiasm of pupils to
embrace new challenges. Particularly pleasing has been
the outstanding success of our Supported Education
Provision pupils, who achieved an impressive haul of
medals across Disability Sport Fife and Scottish Disability
Sport events.

Beyond achievement and competition, this year has
demonstrated the strong values of our school community.
Through leadership roles, pupil groups, volunteering and
partnership projects, our young people have made a
significant contribution to both school life and the wider
community. Collectively, pupils logged more than 1,200
hours of volunteering and earned nationally recognised
Saltire Awards. These contributions, alongside the
everyday acts of kindness, support and leadership shown
by our pupils, exemplify the four capacities of Curriculum
for Excellence: Successful Learners, Confident Individuals,
Responsible Citizens and Effective Contributors.

We are immensely proud of all that our young people have
achieved this session. The following pages of this
newsletter provide just a snapshot of the many successes,
experiences and opportunities that have made 2025/26
such a memorable year at Madras College.

My sincere thanks go to our pupils, school staff, parents,
carers and community partners whose encouragement
and support continue to make these achievements
possible.

Best wishes for a safe and relaxing summer break.

Mr K Currie, Rector
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5& Head Persons

Following final interviews last week, I’d like to offer my
sincere congratulations to the following S6 pupils who
have been appointed into the role of Head Persons for
next session.

Head Girl
Depute Head Girl

Isla Alexander
Lily Munro

Head Boy
Depute Head Boy

Jonah Thomson
Jose O'Keefe-Machado

The standard of interviews from all involved was superb - I've
congratulated runners up and asked that they consider the
range of other opportunities available across the school. The
skills and talents of all involved shone through throughout
the process and | know that the Captaincy roles will be filled
easily and be in very safe hands for this coming session.

Well done to all involved - you are a credit to our school. The
school staff and | are really looking forward to working with
you over the next year!

Guitlance House Team Changes
There will be some changes to the Guidance Team from Au-
gust 2026. Please see below for the details:

Blackfriars House House Head - Ms D McCormick (tue, Wed, Fri)
House Head - Miss Gray (Mon, Thurs)
Miss A Ogilvy

House Head - Miss H Norrie
Mrs McCallum (Mon, Tues)
Mrs S Hogarth-Stewart (Wed, Fri)

Castle House

House Head - Miss N Smith
Miss R Gray (Tues, Wed, Fri)
Miss K Couper (Mon, Thurs)

Priory House

Swilken House House Head - Mrs L Clark (Mon-Wed)
House Head - Mr M Edie (Thurs, Fri)
Mr M Edie (Mon, Wed)
Miss C Mackenzie (Thurs, Fri)

School Careers Advisors in the holidays

School Careers Advisors will be available for careers
drop-ins over the school holidays. They will be in
Madras every Tuesday 11am-1pm during the holidays.
On Tuesday 4th August (Results Day), they will be in
school from 9am-11am to assist with any exam results
advice.

The Results Helpline will also be available in August
2026 to help pupils with Exam Results, open from 4th-
7th August. Call 0808 100 8000 to be put through to a
Careers Adviser who can provide support:

Tuesday 4th and Wednesday 5th August 8am-8pm
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th August 9am-5pm

OGETHER




Witder Achievement Preview

During 2026/27 we'll be refreshing how we support our pu-
pils' Wider Achievements. We'll be looking at achievements
within classes, within Inter-Disciplinary Learning, our extra-
curricular offer and what opportunities are available for pu-
pils of all ages to play an active partin the life of Madras.
We'll also be looking to find out what our pupils are achiev-
ing outside of school and so we will be getting in touch with
parents/carers regularly to ask that you let us know.

As a result of this refreshed approach, we will be aiming for
all pupils to achieve the Fife Diploma of Achievement by the
end of S3. For those pupils in S4/5/6 we will be aiming to
have pupils receive accreditation from Qualifications Scot-
land and/or the Saltire Award as a result of their wider
achievement.

We will be publishing more information about our plans for
Wider Achievement early next term.

Wellbeing Supports

Ensuring wellbeing of all of children and families is a priority
and during any holiday period, I’m keen to ensure that while
the school may be closed, you have access to further sup-
ports should you need them. Please see below for a range of
links and resources that you can access at any point.

° Madras College — useful links

° Moodcafe — Mood Cafe | Home

° Fife Council Cost of Living Support
° NHS Fife

° Home - Fife Women's Aid

° Samaritans

° Bernardo's

° Venture Trust

S5chool Uniform and School Identity

A new school session provides an excellent opportunity to
make a positive start and to reaffirm the high standards and
expectations that are central to life at Madras College.

With this in mind, | would like to ask for your continued
support in ensuring that all pupils return to school in August
ready to learn, dressed for work and clearly identifiable as
members of the Madras College community. School uniform
is about far more than appearance. It helps foster a sense of
belonging, pride and shared identity, while reinforcing the
values and ethos that underpin our school.

Our pupils represent Madras College every day, both within
school and in the wider community, and uniform plays an
important role in promoting the positive image and
reputation of our school. By wearing uniform consistently
and with pride, pupils demonstrate their commitment to the
high standards of learning, achievement, respect and
inclusion that we value so highly.

We are delighted that our school uniform exchange
continues to be a great success. The scheme helps ensure
that school uniform remains affordable and sustainable
while supporting families across our community.

The uniform exchange will continue to be available at school
events throughout the year, and we encourage families to
both donate and make use of the excellent range of
pre-loved blazers, ties, jumpers, jackets and other uniform
items available.

We would be particularly grateful for donations of any good-
quality uniform items, especially blazers. Donations can be
left at the uniform collection points in the school reception
area. There will also be a collection point available at the
Larick Centre in Tayport.

In addition, the school will be open on Tuesday 4th August
from 9.00am until 1.30pm for any parent, carer or pupil who
wishes to donate uniform or access pre-loved items before
the start of the new session.

Thank you, as always, for your support with this. Working
together, we can ensure that all pupils begin the new school
year feeling confident, included and proud to be part of the
Madras College community.

Q5 Results and Appeals 2026

Results Day on Tuesday 4th August 2026. Your certificate will
arrive on 4th August, and if you have signed up for My
Qualifications Scotland, you will receive your results by text
or email from around 8am on 4th August

On the Day: It is a great feeling to see your hard work pay off,
and we wish all our students the very best with their results.
However, receiving results can also be an anxious time. If you
are feeling stressed, worried or overwhelmed, we will be in
school on the day—please do get in touch. There are always
options and support available if results are not as expected.
Talking to a friend, family member, or us at school can really
help.

Support and Advice: Advice is available from UCAS, Skills
Development Scotland, and the SQA Candidate Advice Line.

Contact Us: The school will be open on Tuesday 4th August
Wednesday 5th August. Please contact us if you need
support or advice.

Appeals Service: The Appeals Service will open on Tuesday
4th August at 9am. You can appeal directly to SQA, or we can
support you with this—please contact the school to discuss
before submitting an appeal.

There are 2 types of appeal: Priority and Standard:

. Priority Appeals: A priority appeal is only available to
students who already have a confirmed or conditional
place at university, college, training or employment
that depends on their result. These appeals are pro-
cessed more quickly so that a final decision can be
made about that place.

. Standard Appeals: A standard appeal is for all other
students, including those still at school or those who
have left, who do not require a priority appeal because
they have already secured a place in their chosen
pathway or do not have a place dependent on their
result.

Priority Appeals: Tuesday 11 August — last date for priority
appeals (for learners needing a result for university/college

places) [sqa.org.uk

All Other Appeals: Tuesday 25 August - last date for appeals
(learner/parent) [sga.org.uk]
Friday 28 August — last date for school appeals [sga.org.uk]

All the best with your results-remember, we are here to help.

More information and helpful guidance ks
can be found via the Qualifications Qﬁ..
Scotland website and the Your Results
2026 Booklet Your results 2026 - what
you need to know.

Your

The QS website also has some useful
advice, and resources, for anyone look-
ing for health and wellbeing

supports Your health and wellbeing -
Qualifications Scotland

Resu'fs



https://madras.fife.sch.uk/Partners/
https://www.moodcafe.co.uk/
https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/benefits-and-money-advice/cost-of-living-support
https://www.nhsfife.org/
https://fifewomensaid.org.uk/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/
https://www.venturetrust.org.uk/contact/
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/113868.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/113868.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/113868.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/your-results-2026.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/your-results-2026.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/78153.12532.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/78153.12532.html

Girl's Nethall Kit

We are delighted to have our new netball dresses this year, which have already given our
players a real sense of pride and unity on the court. These fantastic new kits were made
possible through the generous support of Examen and Niven Holmes. Their sponsorship
has enabled us to provide our netball teams with high-quality, professional-looking dresses
that reflect the commitment and enthusiasm of our players. We are extremely grateful for
their kindness and support of school sport, and we thank them for helping our students
represent the school with confidence and pride.

Nethall Success This Season

It has been another fantastic year for netball, with strong performances across all year
groups. We were delighted to field teams at S1, S2, S3 and Senior level, with pupils showing
great commitment, teamwork and enthusiasm throughout the season. A particular highlight
was the success of our S3 team, who reached the Fife League Finals for the second
consecutive year. This is an outstanding achievement and reflects the hard work and
dedication of the players throughout the season. With our other teams reaching the quarter
finals. We were also proud to enter two teams into the tournaments at both S1 and S3 level
for the first time. This demonstrates the growing popularity of netball within the school and
the excellent depth of talent coming through the year groups. All of our teams represented
the school brilliantly, displaying excellent sportsmanship, determination and teamwork. We
look forward to building on this success next season and welcoming even more players to
the netball programme.

51 Boys Foothall

The S1 boys’ football team have enjoyed a very successful season, demonstrating excellent
commitment and teamwork throughout. They reached the last 32 of the Scottish Plate,
where they were narrowly defeated in a closely contested match. The team also performed
strongly in the Northeast Fife 7-a-side tournament, finishing in an impressive second place,
missing out on top spot only on goal difference. Their attitude and effort have been
outstanding all year, and we are very much looking forward to seeing their continued
progressin S2.

Scottish Schools’ Cross Country

In March, 20 pupils represented Madras at Scottish schools' cross-country championships
at Hopetoun House. All pupils represented Madras exceptionally, giving 100% effort in their
race. Well done!

Scottish Schools” Aquathon Championships

On the 2nd of April, a group of pupils represented Madras at the Scottish schools' aquathon

championships at Michael Woods Sports centre. All pupils demonstrated determination and
resilience and cheered everyone throughout the day. Huge congrats to Elodie D who placed
2" in her individual female category, and our mixed relay team that placed 3™ overall. Great

effort!
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U-15s Boys Foothall
On Friday 15™ of May, the Madras U15 squad headed for Bayview Stadium in Methil to take
on Levenmouth Academy in the Fife Cup final. The first half was both highly competitive
and entertaining in equal measures - Madras twice going behind BUT twice bringing the
game level. Possibly a little unfortunate not to lead 3-2 at half time. However, 2-2 at the
interval was still a very good scoreline, especially when you consider the number of S3
players who were away on the school Paris Trip at the time of the final. Unfortunately, the
boys conceded a couple of goals early in the second half and a further couple in quick
succession not long after. Ultimately, Levenmouth ran out comfortable winners on the
night. The Madras boys can hold their heads high though; this team will be able to go again
next year!

Madras College Cricket Club (MCCC)
Over the past year, the Madras College Cricket Club (MCCC) has grown significantly, both in
the number of participants and the range of equipment available. It has been fantastic to
see pupils who are completely new to the sport attend regularly and engage enthusiastically
in our weekly Friday after-school training sessions.

The club has benefited greatly from the hard work and dedication of Mr Trewartha and his
family, who have revitalised the artificial pitch at Station Park — a facility that had previously
been unused for a considerable period. This has provided an excellent training environment
for our players. The school has also shown strong support by investing in a full set of out-
door equipment, including pads, bats, helmets, balls, and stumps, all of which have been
used regularly by participants.

Our transition into competitive cricket has brought further positive experiences. We
competed in an indoor friendly against a team from Dundee, narrowly losing by just 10 runs
in a closely contested match. Unfortunately, our planned outdoor fixtures were disrupted by
the Scottish weather, with the Cricket Scotland Festival being cancelled. However, we were
still able to take part in the Barclays Knight-Stokes Hardball Cup, representing the school at
the Scottish Regional Finals Day. On a glorious day at Falkland Cricket Club, Madras

College fielded a school team in a competition for the first time in 30 years. Whilst the
results did not go our way, we played some great cricket in finishing third.

A sincere thank you goes to all pupils who have supported the club throughout the year.
Your commitment to attending week after week and your ongoing development of skills has
been excellent to see. Well done to everyone involved.

P.E. and Sports News
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Fife Schools Track and Field Championships Medal Winners
Earlier this month, 36 pupils represented Madras College at the Fife Schools Track and Field
Championships. Our pupils had a very successful day, gathering an impressive haul of medals:

EmmaL Hurdles Silver High Jump Silver Relay Gold
Emily S Relay Gold

Thea S Shot put Silver

Sophie S Relay Gold

Skye W 800m Silver Relay Gold
Finn W Relay Gold

Eddie N 200m Gold

Matthew D Long Jump Gold

Jess-Jae C High Jump Gold Relay Silver
PoppyJ Relay Silver

Elodie D 800m Gold Relay Silver
Jenna G Relay Silver

Maggie S Discus Gold

Cole McL 200m Silver

Magnus K

EvieH 800m Silver

Maddie W Discus Gold

Issy N

Harriet R Long jump Silver
Maylin B Javelin Gold

Joey S 1500m Gold

Muzamil R Javelin Gold

Daniel P 400m Silver

Harry R 800m Gold

Brayden McD High Jump Gold

Ruaridh S Javelin Gold Discus Gold
LeonR Long Jump Gold Hurdles Gold

Selection Success for Triathlon Scotland

Huge congratulations to Cameron S and Eddie N on being selected to represent Triathlon
Scotland at the 2026 Inter Regional Championships at Mallory Park! Following outstanding
performances at the Bishopbriggs Triathlon, both athletes have earned their place on the
Triathlon Scotland team and will compete against some of the best young triathletes from
across the UK. This is a fantastic accomplishment and a testament to their hard work, deter-
mination, and commitment to the sport. Adding to the celebrations, Eddie recently became
the Scottish Triathlon Youth National Champion in his first year competing in the TriStar 3
age group — an incredible achievement and one that reflects his dedication and talent

Madras College Sports Day 2026

Madras College’s 2026 Sports Day was a fantastic celebration of sport, teamwork and school
spirit. In the lead-up, almost 200 pupils signed up and took part in our athletics heats,
demonstrating great enthusiasm and commitment. Sports Day itself proved to be a
tremendous success, with the whole school in attendance on a beautiful day. Alongside the
traditional track and field events, pupils enjoyed a wide range of pupil-led activities, including
giant volleyball, soak the teacher, lawn games and face painting, creating a vibrant and
inclusive atmosphere for all. The event truly promoted both house pride and Madras team
spirit and was a wonderful celebration of the successes across our school community. Our
talented pipe band performed twice during the day and were outstanding. We were also

delighted to see four new Madras records set:

Harry Rin the 800m, Harriet R in both the 400m and 200m, and Evie H in the 800m. We are
incredibly proud of all pupils who participated in any way and contributed to such a
memorable day.
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Marras College Pipe Band
The school pipe band has enjoyed an exceptionally busy and rewarding year, performing at a wide range of school
and community events. In March, they competed in the Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championships, earning a
well-deserved 4™ place in their category. May saw the band at Craigtoun Park, lending their support to the Kilrymont
Rotary Club St Andrews Classic Vehicle Show. In June, they brought their music to the Keil Exchange Céilidh, and
during the P7 induction visits, they delighted incoming pupils with a performance. The year’s activities concluded
with an appearance on Sports Day, adding to the atmosphere.

Fife Festival of Music Success 2024

We enjoyed a truly outstanding week at the Fife Music Festival, with both pupils and staff taking part in a huge range
of group and solo classes. Our young people impressed not only through the quality of their performances, but also
through the way they represented the school. Adjudicators and audience members alike offered glowing feedback
on their talent, dedication, and conduct. In the group classes, participants competed within the festival’s platinum,
gold, silver, and bronze award system, achieving results that reflected their hard work and passion for music.

Gimap Clrss Resulls

Junior Choir - Platinum Award Senior Girls Choir - Platinum Award
Mixed Choir - Platinum Award Brass Group - Platinum Award
Flute Group - Platinum Award Senior Windband - Platinum Award
Jazz group - Gold Award Clarsach group - Gold Award
Percussion group - Gold Award Senior Orchestra - Gold Award

Staff choir, junior windband and junior strings performed really
well in non-competitive classes.

Kirsten F S6 won the Advanced woodwind class

Rory A S6 awarded an Outstanding performance in the Brass
Open Class.

Robert H S4 awarded an Outstanding performance in the String
Open Class and was invited to compete the prestigious Young
Musician Class.

Robert H S4 won the under 21 singing class and has qualified for
the Young Musician Competition

Rotary Competition 2026

Earlier this year, the school hosted the heats for the Young Musician competition, organised and supported by the St
Andrews and Kilrymont Rotary Club. Nine talented Madras students performed before an appreciative audience of
friends and family. The judges faced a challenging task in selecting the winners, ultimately awarding Jonah T first
place in the Instrumental category for his beautiful piano solo, and Robert H first place in the Vocal category. Both
Jonah and Robert went on to represent St Andrews at the District heats, held at Dundee High School in February.

5t Leonards Harp Day

Madras clarsach players were thrilled to accept an invitation to take part in a harp workshop hosted by St Leonards
on Monday, 22 June. The event offered a wonderful opportunity for pupils to collaborate and perform alongside
fellow harpists, making it an inspiring and memorable experience for all.

P? Transition Play Day

In May, the Music Department welcomed 50 Primary 7 instrumentalists for a day of collaborative music-making.
Pupils had the chance to perform in a range of ensembles, including wind band, string group, chanter group, and
clarsach group, alongside many of our S1 and S2 musicians. The event concluded with impressive performances
from each ensemble, showcasing the talent and enthusiasm of all involved.

7
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Bell Baxter Centenary Music Competition 2026
In February, Madras College welcomed Waid Academy and Bell Baxter for a memorable inter-school music
competition. Madras’ talented team featured Kirsten F (S6) on clarinet, Jonah T (S5) on piano, and Robert H (S4) on
violin. The evening was filled with outstanding performances from all participants, celebrating musical talent.
Robert secured first place and was awarded the shield, while Jonah achieved an impressive second place.

Summer Concert 2026

On Tuesday, 23 June, the school came alive with the sounds of the annual Summer Concert. From junior groups to
senior ensembles, the programme offered a rich variety of performances that delighted the packed audience. Over
250 pupils shared their talents, creating an unforgettable evening of music and celebration. Mrs Miller
acknowledged the dedication of outgoing S6 pupils, whose involvement in a wide range of musical activities since
joining Madras made an outstanding contribution to the school community.

Scottish Young Musician 2026

Congratulations to Robert H, who was chosen to represent Madras College in the
Fife Competition held at the Rothes Hallin March. Performing alongside talented
pupils from other schools across the region, Robert delivered an outstanding
violin solo of Romance by Amy Beach. His performance earned him first place in
the competition. Robert proudly represented Fife at the National final in May,
held at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland. Accompanied by Mrs Henderson, he
delivered an expressive performance. Among 32 exceptionally gifted young
musicians, Robert’s skill and musicianship shone, earning him Winner of the
String Category. The overall competition was won by a vocalist from Inverclyde,
Robert’s accolade stands as an outstanding and well-deserved achievement.

Fife Youth Concert Band ant Sinfonia Concert

The annual FYCB and FYS concert took place on 22" May after a residential rehearsal camp. It was wonderful to
see so many members being selected from Madras. For many of the pupils it was their final performance after
many years of membership.

Alexander E S4 Robert H S4 Christopher McM S6 Albert B-E S4 Sophie R S4
Euan M S4 Ziyan C S4 Marzio H S4 Molly | S6 Zofia ) S6
Maia A S4 Rory A S6 Kirsten F S6 Eliza K S6 Ben McG S4
Fraser S-H S6 Rosie S S6 Alice S S5 Suhandan T S4 Arianna T S6
Brodie W S6

Fife Youth Orchestra application forms are now available. The minimum standard for this group is grade
5. Contact Lynne.miller@fife.gov.uk for further info. The closing date for applications is Friday 28th August.

Regional Music activities

Many of the Madras musicians have enjoyed taking part in the wide variety of regional music activities this year
including the Fife Youth Orchestra, Fife Sinfonia, Fife Concert Band, Tuesday night Band and Saturday morning
Orchestra.

Music Department news

Music Exam Success
Well done to all the pupils who recently sat instrumental exams
this term.

[ Jonah T S5 - passed with distinction Grade 5 violin exam

[ Zofia J S6 - passed with merit Grade 5 violin exam

. Heidi P S3 - passed Grade 4 violin exam

. Helena P S1 - passed with merit Grade 2 viola exam e S &
° OrAs cOMY

Ruaridh T S3 - passed with distinction Grade 6 Rock guitar

8



mailto:Lynne.miller@fife.gov.uk

Maths Department weus

it has bean 3 very successiud vear for our popils i the many nationa{ Maihs chalfenges that they
fave the appartuni v la participata in

Mathematics Trust Challenges

This year we had in excess of 230 young people competing in the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust Challenges
across the Junior (S1-S2), Intermediate (S3-S4) and Senior (S5-S6) papers. The challenges encourage
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using mathematical techniques to solve interesting
problems. They are designed to make students think, most are accessible to the majority of young people who
participate, yet still challenge those with more experience. It was a very successful year with our young people
achieving 57 Bronze awards, 31 Silver awards and 13 Gold awards across the three levels.

The Gold award winners were Amy A, S1; Fraser K, S1; Alex L, S1; Logan S, S1; Isabel H, S2; Stella P, S2; Harry O,
S2; Isabella C, S1; Samuel L, S3; Akito C, S5; Elspeth H, S6; Edwin P, S6; Fraser S-H, S6.

A number of the Gold award winners were selected by the UKMT to sit the Kangaroo paper. The following pupils
placed in the top 60% of those selected and received awards: Edwin P, S6 (Silver), Samuel L, S3 (Silver), Isabella
C, S1 (Silver), Harry O, S2 (Bronze), Fraser S-H, S6 (Bronze).

Scottish Mathematical Challenge

The Scottish Mathematical Challenge is a problem-solving competition for individual pupils in Scottish secondary
schools and upper primary schools. It has been running since 1976 under the aegis of the Scottish Mathematical
Council. The aim is to promote mathematics as a source of interest and pleasurable achievement. Each year there
are two rounds of problems for Secondary schools. Over 40 young people competed in the Scottish Mathematical
Challenge with 24 of them receiving an award. This year marked the 50th anniversary of the competition, and all
pupils receiving an award were presented with a special commemorative gold-coloured mug.

There were 20 Gold awards: Sofia B, S6; Rodrigo B, S6; Isabella C, S1; lan C, S4; Wolfgang D, S3; Klara D, S3;
Marija J, S4; Fraser K, S1; Grace L, S3; Clara L, S1; Samuel L, S3; Alastair L, S2; Bekah M, S3; Ethan M-D, S3; Lily
M-D, S1; William M, S4; Platon N, S6; Edwin P, S5; Zephy T, S1; Brodie W, S6.

4 0 -t
Mathematigues sans Frontieres
Mathématiques sans Frontieres is an annual international mathematics competition for senior schoolchildren,
centrally run by the Académie de Strasbourg since 1989. This interclass competition involves a number of mathe-
matical puzzles where one of the puzzles is posed, and must be answered, in a foreign language. Each class works
as a team to tackle the puzzles in the allotted time.
This year a Madras team achieved an excellent 8th place in this national competition—an outstanding result against
strong competition from across the country.

Scottish Enterprising Maths Challenge
Two teams participated in the Scottish Enterprising Maths Challenge. The Fife heat took place at Glenwood High
School, where our teams performed very well against strong competition from across the region. Samuel L, S3;
Luke A, S3; William M, S4 and Suhandan T, S4 finished in an
impressive third place. Cameron N, S3; Elvira B-S, S4; James
H, S4 and Ruben J, S4 finished in a very respectable 10th
place out of the 24 teams competing. By finishing third,
Samuel, Luke, William and Suhandan qualified for the National
Final held at the Glasgow Science Centre in November. They
continued their strong form, achieving 23rd place out of 53
teams—an excellent result at national level. As part of the
event, pupils also had the opportunity to explore the many
interactive displays and exhibits at the Science Centre,

making ita memorable day.

A huge congratulations to all eight pupils for their hard work,
teamwork and enthusiasm. They demonstrated outstanding
mathematical talent and were excellent ambassadors for the
school. Itis always an absolute joy to see so many of our
young people participating in these events each year.
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Science Faculty News

Celebrating Women in Science
The Science Department successfully launched our
'Celebrating Women in Science Club' this term, start-
ing with a talk about some of the contributions of
women to scientific discovery throughout history and
the importance and impact of representation in the
industry. This developed into a lunchtime club that
aims to discover more about these amazing women
and promote their achievements more broadly. The
club will also focus on careers and opportunities for
women in STEM and will be looking to complete a wall
display project in the next academic year to share
what we've found out. Our founding members, Poppy
A, Amber U, Zoe B (S2) and Elsa C (S1), gave a short presentation at the recent Smallpeice Aircraft
Challenge Event to talk about the club, and we enjoyed closing the year by celebrating International
Women in Engineering Day in June with a lunchtime engineering trail, discovering more about some of
the amazing engineering feats achieved by women.

British Science Week

To celebrate this year's British Science Week, young scientists took part in a scavenger hunt across
the school, finding different scientists linked to all departments and matching them up with a keyword
that represented their discoveries. Congratulations to our winner Connor C (S1) who managed to find
all 27 scientists! Some students also submitted questions and posters to our "Curiosity Wall" in line
with this year's theme of "Curiosity: what's your question?" to help us see how asking questions
about the world around us has led to some of the greatest scientific breakthroughs.

Physics Department Update

This year, local universities have provided Physics pupils with assorted opportunities, for which we
are very grateful. Those in S1 and S2 were invited by the University of Dundee to take partin an
after-school programme, the Williamina and Joanna School for Variable Stars. Two of our pupils have
attended monthly sessions throughout the year, developing their ability to interpret scientific data
while building their coding skills. Most recently, they supported a public event at Mills Observatory in
Dundee, helping to promote the programme.

Just before Christmas, the University of St Andrews hosted almost all our S2 pupils for an engaging
visit, which included a lecture on stellar physics, along with demonstrations and hands-on activities.
We have also continued to benefit from student placements through the University of

St Andrews’ Communication and Teaching in Science module. As part of this, fourth-year
undergraduates work with one or two classes. This year, our placement student, Ellie, invited Higher
pupils to the university for one of their double periods. During the visit, pupils carried out practical
work in an undergraduate laboratory and took part in a workshop, giving them a valuable insight into
university-level study.

Our Advanced Higher Physics class received a visit by Professor Aurora Sicilia-Aguilar from the Uni-
versity of Dundee, who gave a talk on aspects of Stellar Physics. This session helped to clarify key
areas of the course and provided useful academic enrichment.

Pupil participation in the British Physics Olympiad competitions has once again been strong, with
around 25 Madras pupils taking part in one hour written tests of problem solving skill. We are delight-
ed to report some excellent achievements. A pupilin S5 was awarded a Gold in the Senior Physics
Challenge, placing him in the top 7% of over 4,000 entrants across the UK. In addition, a S4 pupil
achieved a Silver award in the Intermediate Physics Challenge, and a S6 pupil gained a Meritin his
respective competition, the Physics Challenge.
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ACE Cyber Security Competition
Congratulations to the two Madras College teams who competed in the ACE Cyber Security
Competition Final. Six teams competed in the regional leg which took place at the
University of Abertay back in March.

Team Alligarchy, consisting of Lewis B, Alexander Z-C, Rodrigo B-S and Brodie W, came
in 15t place.

The Goons, consisting of Hokmah S, Yuvraj S, Platon N and Anton M came in 2" place.

Team Alligarchy, consisting of Lewis F
B, Alexander Z-C, Rodrigo B-S and c ° “ P T I " b
e ,.

Brodie W came 2nd overall in Scot-

land. Fifty two Scottish teams took ' '
partin the competition. A fantastic
effort from the boys.

We also have 10 pupils from the
Higher and Advanced Higher
Computing Science classes taking
partin a CyberFirst

Advanced Cyber Security course at
the University of Abertay in July

St Andrews University Outreach Pregramme

In May, S1 pupils enjoyed an exciting visit to the Computing Science Department at St An-
drews University. The visit offered a journey through the history of technology, showcasing
a wide range of computers from different eras. Through interactive and engaging activities,
pupils gained valuable insights into the world of computing whilst having fun exploring how
technology has evolved over time.

Computing Science rews

11
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Fife School Burns Festival—Music
The following Madras Musicians also took part in the Fife Burns Competition on Saturday the 28 of
February in Auchmuty High School. Congratulations to the following pupils on their success:

Ellie H S2 who won the S1/2 Singing Competition

Matilda G S2 who came 2" in the S1/2 Singing Competition

Struan S S2 who won the S1/2 Instrumental Competition.

Robert H S4 who won the S3/4 Singing Competition and S3/4 Instrumental Competition

Euan M S4 who won the S3/4 Piping competition and came 2" in the S3/4 Singing Competition.
Lily C S5 who won the S5/6 Piping Competition

Esther H who won the S5/6 Singing Competition

Rita K S5 who came 2" in the S5/6 Singing Competition

Following their success at the Fife competition, the Madras musicians, accompanied by Mrs Miller,
travelled to Gourock to take part in the 2026 National Finals. Each performer delivered an outstand-
ing performance, earning very high marks.

Fife School Burns Festival—=Verse

The regional Burns festival took place at Auchmuty High School on Saturday 28th of
February. Three pupils from Madras took part in the verse competition, having previously
won 1st or 2nd place in their category at the school competition on the 20th of November.
Clara L S1 achieved second place in the S1/2 category. Matthew G S3 achieved 1st place
in his category S3/S4 and Esther W won first place in the S5/S6 category. Pupils were ex-
pected to learn and recite a Burns poem of their choosing, the standard throughout the
day was very high. Well done to our pupils that took part. 1st and 2nd placed pupils were
invited to attend the Scottish finals at the end of March.

National Burns Competition

Results
Robert H S4 won the S3/4 Singing

Competition and S3/4 Instrumental
Competition.
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505 Cross Country Championships 2026

Back in April, the Madras SEP pupils made the trip to St
James Park in Paisley to compete in a Scottish Disability
Sport national cross-country event. Our pupils all ran
valiantly and showed the resilience required to complete
their races. The Madras bunch did not return to St Andrews
empty handed - winning 1 bronze, 2 silver and 2 gold medals.
Special mentions must go to Mikas for winning gold in the
S5/6 1km race and Vinnie for winning gold in the S5/6 2km

D5F Swimming Gala

Madras took a team of ten swimmers to compete in the DSF
Swimming Gala at Michael Woods Leisure Centre, Glenroth-
es. Forfive of the ten pupils, it was their first time swimming
for Madras. All pupils represented their school fantastically
well and won a few medals into the bargain. Archie McD (S4)
won another bronze medal to add to his growing collection
and Eve (S6) swimming for Madras for the last time —won a
bronze. Ellie C also won a bronze medal in her first gala.
Ellie and Eve pictured. Special mention to Oscar - he only
recently became competent enough to be able to swim a
whole length... and came 2" in the freestyle front (pictured).
All-in-all, a good day’s work for the Madras SEP swimmers!

DSF Track & Field Championships

In June, the Madras SEP pupils travelled to Pitreavie Athletics =
Centre to participate in the annual Disability Sport Fife Track &
Field Championships. The pupils were entered into run, jump =
and throw events of their preference. Yet again, the team re-
turned to Madras with a massive haul of medals. This year the
team won a whopping 29 medals! (10 gold, 10 silver, 9
bronze). The pupils are obviously keen to go back and com-
pete in this event next year. Whether it’s to try and retain their
titles or try some different events; we’ll just have to wait and
see what 2027 at Pitreavie brings...

DSF Cross Country

On the 28" May the Madras SEP pupils once again headed for
Beveridge Park, Kirkcaldy to compete in the DSF Cross Coun-
try Event. It was a hot, sunny day for the runners, but they all
managed to complete their events, whether it was 500m,
1km or 2km. Each and every pupil was a credit to Madras;
they all competed well and behaved exceptionally. Thirteen
of our pupils managed to finish in the medals (for their age
category). 8 gold, 3 silver and 2 bronze). Well done to all
runners!

Scottish Disability Golf

On the 29t of April the Madras SEP made the short journey
down to The Links. This was because St Andrews was hosting
the PING Scottish Open for Golfers with a Disability. Our
pupils were able to take part in various golf activities led by
event staff and Links coaching staff. There were chipping and
putting stations, use of the putting greens and driving range
bays. Also, a bit of friendly competition with the chipping and
putting target practice inflatables. So fortunate to have such
great facilities on our doorstep; the pupils embraced it and
really seemed to enjoy this experience too.

SEP Day Trip to Craigtoun Park

On the 17™ of June the Madras SEP pupils enjoyed an all
expenses paid day out at Craigtoun Park. This was courtesy
of St Andrews Rotary Club —who funded the cost of
access-all-area wrist bands and even provided our pupils
with lunch.

All pupils had a fantastic day and the weather even stayed
fair! Thanks again to the Rotary Club for enabling our pupils
to have such positive experiences year after year.
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In June 2025 S3-5 Madras pupils spent a wonderful week with their German exchange partners in the
beautiful city of Kiel. This year it was our turn to host and recently we welcomed 37 German exchange
students and 3 German teachers to spend a week with us. A huge “Danke” to all the Madras pupils and
families who helped make the exchange such a success. Thanks also to the St Andrews Golf Academy
who hosted the entire group for a morning. The Golf Academy has excellent facilities and has a special
offer available to Madras pupils: unlimited access for a year for £30.

Here two budding journalists, Ziyan C and Ellen T (both S5), recount their experience of the week.
Ziyan went to Kiel last year, whereas Ellen is a new recruit to the exchange programme this year.

Thursday 11* June (Ziyan) - It’s 20:27. The train will arrive in Leuchars at 20:30. A group of us are huddled in a circle,
anxiously waiting for the train to arrive - the train which our German partners will be on! The small group is full of
chitter-chatter and nervous talk - “How do you think they’ll be?”, “What if they don’t like me?”. Everyone’s really
nervous as most people haven’t met their partners yet. Not me though; I’'m extremely excited for my German partner
to come and can’t wait to see her as | went to Germany last year. The train comes in, the doors open, and tons of
people come spilling out. She’s here! | spot her almost instantly, go running towards her and we immediately start
talking. | can’t believe she’s here; it’s been so long since we were together in Kiel!

Friday 12" June (Ziyan) - Today our partners came to our classes with us. In Computing Science we played binary
games and had little competitions on who could complete the level the fastest. It was great fun, and my partner got
really into it; even at the end of the exchange she was still playing it! After school some friends and | took our
partners down to Castle Sands for a picnic. We skimmed rocks and walked around the edge of the pool. After this
we moved from our picnic spot to show our partners the beauty of St Andrews and get ice cream at Jannetta's before
heading home.

Saturday 13t/ Sunday 14" June (Ellen) - Only two days into knowing our partners and we had the weekend ahead
of us. Personally, | was nervous; did she like walking? History? Art? I’d given her a list of ideas before she arrived,
hoping she’d know what she wanted to do, but it was Friday night before we decided to go to the Highlands on
Saturday. We took the car with my parents to the Birks of Aberfeldy. The walk was lovely; beautiful waterfalls carving
their way through the mountain side, surrounded by birches dripping with lichen indicating the pure air. As someone
who has lived in Scotland my whole life, even | was amazed by the views. On the way home we got ice creams in
Pitlochry - my dad’s haggis ice cream seemed utterly despicable to me, but he seemed to like it. Sunday morning
was spent looking at fish, reptiles, and meercats at the St Andrews aquarium, then to our friends' house for a
barbecue with a bunch of others participating in the exchange. | was worried on Friday that the weekend would be
awkward, seeing as my partner and | had only just met, but it turned out to be a really fun couple of days where we
learned more about each other and relaxed, preparing for the activity-intensive days that followed.

Monday 15" June (Ziyan) - On Monday, our German partners walked the Elie to Anstruther coastal path. | really
wished that | could have gone with them as they described the route as really beautiful (plus Anstruther’s fish and
chips are famously delicious). When we came back home, we had dinner with my family. Despite walking around
for the entire day, she wanted to go for a quick walk to digest better. My partner told me that there’s a German
saying: “Nach dem Essen sollst du ruh’n oder tausend Schritte tun” meaning after eating you should rest or take a
thousand steps. After we came back, we played a few intensive rounds of Gomoku then said goodnight.
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Tuesday 16" June (Ziyan) - On Tuesday the whole group went to Stirling. Firstly, we headed to Stirling Castle where
we explored the different luxurious rooms and streets-like gardens which were bustling with people, which was all
very fascinating to see. Following lunch at Bannockburn, we visited the Wallace Monument. The hike up to the
actual monument itself was peaceful yet

extremely tiring as it was quite steep. By the time | reached the top, | was already out of breath! From there we
walked up to the very top of the monument on a really narrow, spiral staircase. | don’t regret it though as the view
from the top of the monument was breathtaking. Coming back down, we visited the different galleries at each level
of the monument. The history was displayed there, and there was a bunch of interactive activities like making your
own shields. Overall, it was very interesting learning about

Scotland’s history.

Wednesday 17" June (Ellen) - We gathered at Madras, ready for yet another day of extreme tourism! Our first stop
was Edinburgh castle, which we had a great time exploring. Next, we walked down the Royal Mile - staring at the
disturbing street performer who could fit his whole body through a tennis racket — to Mary King’s Close for

a guided tour of preserved 17" century streets underneath the city. We learned so much about the history of
Edinburgh and the lives of the close inhabitants — including the devastating effect of The Black Death. After a picnic
lunch in Princes Street Gardens, we spent the rest of the afternoon at St James Quarter, exploring the shops and
spending money on clothes we don’t need. On our return to school we had half an hour to prepare for the ceilidh,
and for pipe band members like me, that meant full uniforms for our “surprise” performance. We weren’t the only
ones dressed up - Miss MacEachen had borrowed some kilts for her “Kilt Hire” so the Kiel students could try them
on and get the proper Scottish experience! The Madras families provided a huge range of food and drinks — my
partner and | baked brownies. The Scottish country dancing was lots of fun, and everyone had a surprising amount
of energy despite the tiring week!

Thursday 18" June (Ziyan) - Today we visited the St Andrews Golf Academy for a golf taster! There were three
sections overall: chipping, putting, and driving. My partner and | got competitive in all the mini games at the
chipping and putting stations, despite not being the best golfers. On the driving range we had loads of fun trying it
out and hitting the ball as far as we could. My partner hit 150 yards which was so impressive! Our partners had a
guided tour of St Andrews Cathedral and Castle whilst we had to return to classes. After school, a big group of us
went to Nando’s, walked around town to find souvenirs, and hung out at a friend's house. We played games and
had a blast just hanging out. Since it was quite late and our partners still had to pack, we said goodbye and went
home.

Friday 19" June (Ellen) - It was 06.30am. We were all gathered at the train station again, but this time was less
exciting. Leuchars train station was filled with people hugging each other, struggling to say goodbyes. For everyone
on the exchange last year, this was their final time seeing their partners through the school, but they were already
making plans for reunions. For me, it was my first time meeting my partner, so instead of feeling sad about her
leaving, | was looking forward to spending more time with her in Kiel next year. The 2027 trip will be the

70" anniversary of the Madras - Kiel exchange, the longest ongoing exchange in the UK! | have really enjoyed this
experience, and it has shown me that despite our cultures having many differences, there are far more

similarities that bring us together.

Madras—Kiel Ceilidh 2025
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S3 Paris Trip 2026

A group of excited students, a handful of slightly sleep-deprived teachers and a very large
ferry all added up to a brilliant week in Paris, of course — with just enough chaos to keep
things interesting!

M ﬂﬂdﬂ‘f— The adventure began early doors on Monday, as we gathered at school before 8am to load the coach
and say our goodbyes. Spirits were high (despite a few bleary eyes), and after settling into our seats we set off for the
Metro Centre. An hour and a half of lunch and shopping later, we were back on the road towards Hull to catch the
ferry. Boarding the ferry was an experience in itself. It was enormous, and more than a few people took “the scenic
route” trying to find their cabins. Dinner that evening was a highlight, with a huge buffet offering something for every-
one. After a bit of exploring, most sensibly opted for an early night in preparation for the long day ahead....

Tueszd 8Y¥—...Or at least that was the plan. The time change caused some confusion, and while we were supposed
to meet for breakfast at 7:30, a surprising number of alarms (particularly the teachers’) failed to go off! Eventually,
everyone made it to the buffet for a well-earned breakfast before disembarking. Customs delays in Rotterdam
slowed us down slightly, but soon we were back on the coach, travelling through Holland and Belgium — with a
lunch stop en route — before finally reaching France. Excitement grew as we entered Paris and caught our first
glimpse of the Eiffel Tower on the way to dinner. That evening we ate at Frog XVI, where the Korean Fried Chicken was
an unexpected but unanimous favourite. Afterwards, we took photos at the Trocadéro before boarding the Bateaux
Mouches for a Seine river cruise. There was plenty of laughter as we sailed under bridges (cue enthusiastic shout-
ing!) and even made friends with a Spanish school group. After a long but unforgettable day, we headed to the hotel
for some well-deserved rest.

WEI:'IIESI:'EIY— After breakfast, it was time to tackle the Eiffel Tower properly. Impressively, everyone made the
climb — all 674 steps to the second level — before taking the lift to the very top. The views were incredible and worth
every step. Next came another challenge: the Arc de Triomphe, involving a further 324 steps (plus some rain for add-
ed drama). Once again, the views didn’t disappoint. Afterwards, we enjoyed free time along the Champs-Elysées for
shopping, lunch and a bit of independence. Cultural appreciation followed at the Louvre, where we finally came
face to face with the Mona Lisa. By this point, we had definitely earned dinner, and L’Osteria delivered with enor-
mous pizzas and pasta dishes that disappeared in record time. Although there was talk of visiting Notre Dame after-
wards, tired legs won and we returned to the hotel.

Thursr.‘la}.r— Thursday morning brought a noticeable buzz of excitement — and an impressive number of Mickey
ears at breakfast — because it was Disneyland day! Eleven hours might sound like a long time, but not when there
are rides to conquer. Favourites included Tower of Terror, Avengers Assemble: Flight Force and Space Mountain,
with even the torrential rain failing to dampen spirits. Special mention must go to Mrs Maix, whose enjoyment of
Tower of Terror is now permanently captured in photographic evidence!

Frir;la}.r— Our final day in Paris arrived far too quickly. Before beginning the journey home, we visited Montmartre
and the Sacré-Coeur, taking in the views and picking up last-minute souvenirs. The coach journey back to Rotterdam
was a more relaxed affair, with films providing entertainment. Back on the ferry, the evening included dinner and
even a little dancing in the ballroom before returning to our cabins.

Saturday— The final leg of the journey included a lively awards ceremony — celebrating everything from “Happy
Chappy/Chapess of the Trip” — and a teacher-led quiz to keep us entertained. By the time we arrived back at school
around tea time on Saturday, everyone was ready for some sleep (and likely spent Sunday catching up on it!).

Allin all, Paris 2026 was another fantastic trip: full of laughter, adventure, a surprising num-

ber of steps — and memories that will last for years to come.
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Disney Magic for Madras Seniors
During the February mid-term holiday, a group of senior pupils, accompanied by

Mr Cummings and Mrs Steedman, travelled to Disneyland Paris for a four-day trip packed
with excitement, adventure and new experiences.

From thrilling rollercoasters to immersive attractions and world-class shows, the visit
offered something for everyone. Evenings were a highlight, with the spectacular light and
fireworks display bringing each day to a memorable close.

The trip also provided an opportunity for pupils to build confidence and independence while
representing the school abroad. Their positive attitude and excellent behaviour throughout
were commendable and reflected extremely well on Madras College.

Pupils returned home with plenty of stories to share, along with lasting memories from what
was a truly special holiday experience.

English and Drama Theatre Trip: Matilda

On Wednesday the 11" March this year, the English and Drama
departments took a group of ninety-six S2&3 pupils to the Edin-
burgh Playhouse to see the UK tour of Matilda the Musical. The
trip had been arranged for quite some time, so the anticipation
and excitement of the group was clear as the date finally came
around. The show did not disappoint, with everyone enjoying ki
Tim Minchin’s colourful and comical take on the Roald Dahl M’(} [1d
classic. Many had only ever seen the Danny DeVito movie, and THE MUSICAL

so were delighted to learn the new songs.

The trip was a roaring success, and the pupils were a credit to
the school, following all the correct rules of theatre etiquette. It
was such a success that Mrs Garie and Mrs Kennedy are planning another trip, this time to
see Billy Elliot next spring. There are still some places available for this one, so if you’re in
S3 and interested, please see Mrs Kennedy or Mrs Garrie for information.

School trips in 2026
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It has been another busy and successful period for Developing the Young Workforce
at Madras College, with pupils taking part in a wide range of experiences designed to
develop employability skills, broaden career awareness and build confidence.

Lets Go Fife Success

A huge congratulations to the pupils who completed the Let's Go

Fife programme during study leave. Over three engaging days, participants
developed valuable work and life skills while achieving a Personal
Development qualification. Alongside the learning, there was plenty of fun,
including a special lunch prepared with the help of Jamie Scott, winner

of MasterChef: The Professionals.

53 Team Building at Leuchars Station

Before moving to their new timetables, our S3 pupils enjoyed a fantastic
day at Leuchars Station. Through a range of challenging and enjoyable
activities, pupils developed their teamwork, organisation, communication
and problem-solving skills. Staff were delighted to see pupils fully
engaged, supporting one another and pushing themselves outside their
comfort zones. Their maturity, enthusiasm and positive attitude were a
credit to the school.

A Unigue Insight into Art and Creative Careers

Pupils were privileged to receive an exclusive preview of "150 Memories', a
stunning artwork by former Madras pupil David Martin. Commissioned to
celebrate the 150th Open Championship at St Andrews, the painting forms
part of the Masterstrokes: 200 Years of Scottish Golfing Art exhibition and is
currently displayed at the R&A World Golf Museum. David spoke to pupils
about his career journey, creative process and the inspiration behind the
artwork, providing valuable insight into careers within the arts. We are also
grateful to representatives from the Fairmont St Andrews, Rusacks St
Andrews, St Andrews Links Trust and the R&A World Golf Museum for
supporting the event.

Inspiring STEM Futures

Our S2 pupils enjoyed an unforgettable and highly entertaining presenta-
tion from Dr lan Johnston, academic engineer and applied mathematician.
Through a series of exciting demonstrations and experiments—featuring a
memorable scientific use of a gherkin!—Dr Johnston showcased the
creativity and excitement of STEM subjects and careers.

Apprenticeship Opportunities

We were delighted to welcome Neil MacGregor from Environment and
Building Services, who delivered an informative session on apprenticeship
opportunities for senior pupils interested in horticulture and trade careers.
Pupils learned about application procedures, interview preparation and
what to expect during two and four-year apprenticeship programmes.
Three pupils have already begun their applications, and we hope many
others were inspired to consider these rewarding career pathways. These
experiences continue to demonstrate the wide range of opportunities
available to our young people as they develop the skills, knowledge and
confidence needed for future success. We look forward to many more
exciting DYW activities in the year ahead.

Girls Take Flipht with STEM Aircraft Challenge

Sixty girls from our new S2 and S3 year groups recently took partin an
exciting STEM workshop delivered by The Smallpeice Trust in partnership
with The MacRobert Trust. The Aircraft Challenge gave pupils the
opportunity to explore the science and engineering behind aircraft design.
They learned about the key features that help planes fly, before designing,
building and testing their own models. Working in teams, pupils then
applied their new knowledge to create an aircraft that was both effective
and sustainable. Throughout the day, the girls took on a variety of roles
within their teams, developing valuable skills in leadership,
communication and problem-solving. They also delivered confident
presentations, explaining the design process and showcasing their finished
aircraft. The workshop was both fun and informative, providing a fantastic
insight into the world of engineering and aviation. We hope the experience
inspired many pupils to consider future pathways and careers in STEM.
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Update

The Wave Pruject = We had 5 young people attending the Spring 2026 Surf Therapy
course with The Wave Project. It was great to see so many young people enjoying their time
in the water. From sunshine to hailstorms, they experienced a bit of everything, and we
were delighted to have received such positive feedback from surfers and their families. The
Wave Project were pleased to share with us that it was a pleasure getting to know our
Madras pupils and they were “stoked” to have them join the Spring Course. Participating
pupils were all invited to join the Wave Project Surf Club too, which will continue through-
out the summer.

I0NS

I:I'Eigtﬂl.ll‘l Park - over the last school year 8 Madras pupils have volunteered or gained
work experience with our colleagues At Craigtoun Park. Pupils have accessed Park
Maintenance, Office administration and Catering skills development. An additional 10
pupils have been involved in our project to restore the garden pond area and develop a
sensory garden.

Universal Breakfast Club - Operating from 0820 every morning in the Home
Economics Department, the Breakfast Club now has 192 young people across the school
registered as attending. On average, approximately 140 pupils per week start their day via
the UBC!

Elmwood CIJ"EgE = Nine S4 pupils have attended day release at Elmwood College
and have attained SQA National 4 Certification in Rural Skills. 4 of these pupils have been
accepted in to Elmwood College full time following the successful completion of the Rural
Skills Course.

Morar LI'o'II'Ig = 15 senior pupils have attended our neighbours at Morar Living over the
course of the current school year. Valuable experience has been gained in the Care
Sector through their work experience at Morar.

Furgan Art Prugramme = \We have now completed 3 years in partnership with
Forgan Arts who provide an alternative art programme for students struggling with school
engagement. This year we had 8 students attending a 10 week course and 5 attending a 4
week course. Each year a Showcase Day is arranged to highlight the work completed by
the students.

ts and Intervent

"a"ﬂlLII‘ItEEI'iI‘Ig = We are delighted to now have over 100 registered pupil volunteers,
across all age / year groups. Our young people have racked up an impressive 1500 hours
volunteering in total, this school year. This has been a mixture of after school and
community projects, for example Active Schools, Sports Leaders, Duke of Edinburgh etc
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RUBY BOOTS
SUMMER FUN!

For young people aged 12-18
with a parent who left or is leaving
the Armed Forces

7 July, 12:30 - 15:30
21 July, 12:30 - 15:30
Leuchars Community Centre

: hecther daou

Cafe Inc

Cafe Inc provides tasty, healthy meals while our
schools are closed during the holidays. No need to
book, just turn up. Café Inc is open at Greyfriars
Primary throughout the 6 weeks of the school
holidays, providing free hot / cold meals for any
families, Primary or Secondary Info on Café Inc
locations across Fife can be found here Café Inc

Food and Foodbanks across Fife

A list of all the locations and organisations supporting
the people of Fife, by providing access to emergency
food and support for people experiencing a crisis, can
be found here Access to food - locations list | Fife

Agencies and Resources
CAHMS —Hental heatth - G4 HHS sgrvizes in WHS Fife |
The Samaritans call: 116 123 [oatact 3] Samaritans
Women’s Aid— Scottish 'Womea's Aid

NHS Fife: Right Care, Right Place—Fight [are Right
Place |

15th ~ ST. ANDREWS ~
July || Stotion Park Pavilion, KY16 95P
~ CUPAR ~ 22nd
Cuper YMCA/YWCA, Bcneygote, KYIS LG
29* ~ ST. MONANS ~
. July St Monans Town Holl, Hope pl. KY10 20H
~ LADYBANK -
The Beeches, Ladybank, KY15 7LR
12th ~ NEWPORT-ON-TAY -
Aug Woaterstone Crook, Kirk Rd, DDé SHY

COME AND JOW THE YOUTH WERX TEAM FOR.
. FREEFO0D - 5JWUSE - NERF GAMES - SNES |
GAMING VAN - ARTS & CRAFTS - ALL FREEI
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Bubbie & Playdoh Fun!

Y

Junk Models & Lego!

-

Nature & SBug Fund!



https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/benefits-and-money-advice/food-banks/cafe-inc
https://www.fife.gov.uk/kb/docs/articles/benefits-and-money-advice/accessing-food
https://www.nhsfife.org/services/all-services/child-and-adolescent-mental-health-service-camhs/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/contact-samaritan/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=945644317&gclid=EAIaIQobChMInfGYv-6zlQMVXpZQBh3VUAsjEAAYASAAEgKPVfD_BwE
https://womensaid.scot/find-nearest-wa-group/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=21269171477&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1-X93O6zlQMVA5JQBh2LRAesEAAYASAAEgIc0_D_BwE
https://www.nhsfife.org/services/right-care-right-place/
https://www.nhsfife.org/services/right-care-right-place/
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Duke of Edinburgh Awards

Another successful year with our bronze award group. Lots of
volunteering has been happening all over East Fife and skills have been
developed.

In school all successfully completed the expedition training and most
also hiked a challenging expedition along the Fife Coastal Path from
Leven to Crail. The weather was mostly dry and while a little warm was
manageable. Our wild camp was in a beautiful spot near Elie and the
pupils successfully demonstrated their learning with tasty meals and
neat camping set ups. A huge thank you to Mrs Astin for her assistance
and good luck in taking over the running of the award nextyear. A
reminder to all the bronze participants to get onto DofE and get the
award sections completed.

World Cup Fever!
To celebrate Scotland’s men’s team, returning to the
World Cup Finals for the first time in 28 years, we held a
Scottish themed World Cup Fever Day on Friday 19th
June. Staff and pupils wore all things Scottish ahead of
the big game versus Morocco, in Boston, that evening.
Saltire face paint and Scottish themed accessories,
plus football related games at break, added to the Scot-
tish spirit on the day.

No Scotland, no party!

21



56 Ball 2026

We were delighted to recently host a reception for our S6 Leavers Ball. What a lovely opportunity to
see everyone in their finery and celebrate the end of their time at Madras College! We wish everyone
wellin all their future endeavours and look forward to seeing where the future takes them.

Emergency First Aid at Work

Qualification

Our senior pupils had the opportunity
to participate in an Emergency First Aid
at Work course. This was a SCQF Level
6 award, credit rated by Qualification
Scotland, meeting the requirement of
the Health and Safety (First Aid)
regulations 1981 and delivered and
assessed in accordance with current
Resuscitation Council UK guidelines.
This qualification is valid for three years

from the achievement date. We think

this is a fantastic citizenship opportunity, for our young people, and future employers will
love it. Any pupils, who took part in the training course and still need to collect their
certificate, can collect it from the school office.

Annual Rotary Forum

Madras College seniors took part in the annual Rotary Forum, at St Leonards School, to
discuss conflict and its enduring impact on Ukraine and Europe more broadly. The Forum
involved group work and a question and answer session with Ukranians in St Andrews,. It
was an insightful experience to hear more about the way Ukraine, and its people, have
been impacted by the war.
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Latin and Ballroom Dance Success!
Elspeth S (S3) and Zara S (S2) have had a very
successful year on the dance floor, the sisters dance
together in competitive Ballroom and Latin dancing
and have won several trophies in the 2025 season.
They are the current 2025 Scottish League
Champions in Junior Ballroom, Junior Latin, All-Girl
Junior Ballroom and All-Girl Junior Latin. While
Mnas ot Elspeth is the Scottish League Champion 2025 in
Solo Junior Ballroom. They also won the South
Shields Trophy 2025 for Junior Ballroom at the South
Shield Trophy Day.
The girls have continued 2026 as they ended 2025
and are currently number one in the Scottish Junior
couples leagues and at the top of the UK DPA
National leagues for all girl junior ballroom.
Their outstanding performance last year earned
them an invite to the DPA invitational in Nottingham
in February this year. We would like to wish the girls
the best of luck in the remainder of the 2026 season.
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Chess Cluh
The Madras College 2025-2026
Chess Knockout Championship
was concluded in March before
the seniors went off on exam
leave. Congratulations go to
Alexander Z-C S6 who won the
final and with commendations to
Elena F S1 who came second by
reaching the final.

Chess Club runs every Tuesday
lunchtime in FO13 with Mr
Webster. All pupils are welcome,
and you can bring your lunch

Pupil Led Bible Study Group

For those who are not aware but might like to attend, there is a Bible study group that meets
on Thursday lunchtimes in FO13, Mr Webster's room. The group is organised and led by
senior pupils and all year groups are welcome to attend. Pupils are encouraged to bring
their lunch, come along and make friends and read and discuss a short section of the Bible
together and how it might help or apply to life.

Rory’s Volcano Project!
Rory (S4) worked hard on his volcano project and
created an impressive model volcano. He learned
about how volcanoes are formed and what causes
eruptions. The highlight of the project was when
Rory successfully made his volcano erupt, demon-
strating how volcanic eruptions work. His sister,
Emma (S2), came along to watch the eruption,
making the moment even more special. Well done,
Rory, on a fantastic project!

More Madras News



What makes me ‘me’?

Does God exist?

What’s the best explanation of why we are here?

What can we do about racism?

What religious practices are important to Muslims?
Are there ethical limits to our use of technology?
Where does morality come from?

How can we decide right or wrong?

What impact do gender stereotypes have?

Is capital punishment morally wrong?

Should drug use be legalised?

Is abortion morally acceptable?

Does belief in the Big Bang require faith?

Is evolution believable?

Is Assisted Dying against medical ethos?

How do a Buddhists beliefs impact their life?

Why do Christians believe in the resurrection of Jesus?
What ethical issues are there around the use of embryos
for research?

These are all questions we have discussed in different classes this year within our subject,
helping pupils to work through issues for themselves and develop their critical thinking skills
and own points of view.

We are excited to have Mrs Nicolson joining us as an RME teacher after the summer,
alongside Mrs Matheson and Mr Webster, to help in thinking through these and many more
big questions!

.

— LEARNING TOGETHER ——

RME & RMPS News

Dates for your Diary Contact us
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Tuesday 4th August
QS Results Day

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th August
School Inservice days

Wednesday 19th August 2026

Bell Brae
St Andrews &
Fife KY16 9BY

New school term begins * Ay "t
: . - 01334 659401 “onas conE

Monday 12th to Friday 23rd October (inclusive)

October Holidays

Friday 13th November 2026
I nservice day

madrascollege.enquiries@fife.gov.uk

www.madras.fife.sch.uk

Wed 23rd Dec 2026—Tues 5th Jan 2027 (incl)
Christmas Holidays




